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      Surprise cheque presentation to PSP from Bromley Town Bowls   

            Club during an Acafellas Singout.      See Page 4 for details. 
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                               A Funtastic Evening 

Saturday 23 September saw the return, after a considerable break, of the Kentones’ Social Evening.  There 

was a reasonable response to John Sollitt’s initiative, but it’s a shame that more members didn’t turn up to 

support the evening. However, those who made the effort, armed with drinks and nibbles, soon settled down to 

enjoy the entertainment. 

Mr John Rayfield on drums and vocals and Mr Nigel Moxom on keyboard provided entertainment before and 

between acts introduced by MC Mr Bob Gilbert. 

The first act was in a class of its own. Mrs Pam Taylor and Mrs Barbara Mesure got us all joining in with the 

chorus of The Wonder Bra. They were suitably attired in said item although, as with Batman and Robin, 

underwear was worn on the outside.   

 

Mr Barrie Newman gave us 3 hilarious rambling 

stories in his own inimitable style. Barrie was 

followed by Mr Les Moore and Mr Tim Priddin 

billed as The Ever Ready Brothers. Armed with 

wigs, an elusive sound track of Dream and inflatable 

guitars which deflated through the performance, they 

provided much amusement but persevered against all 

the odds. 

 

Several members of Velvet Harmony were present, 

and performed several well received songs for us 

before and after the interval. 

Maestro Mr Roy Simpson performed with his 

ukulele and returned in the second half to accompany 

Mr Ray Neale, ‘The Ukulele Man,’ in a duo 

presentation. 

 

Mr David Southgate presented a reading of 3 poems; 

The Power of Music by William Wordsworth – about 

a blind street violinist attracting passers-by with his 

virtuoso playing; The Owl Critic by James Fields – 

an amusing tale of a boy sounding off about a stuffed 

owl, which turned out to be alive; and finally All's 

Well That Ends Well (Anon.) - about a man 

experiencing alternate ups and downs of married life. 

Around 9.30 pm we were entertained by The 

Kentones Quartet. They were actually our own 

Sound Alliance minus Mr Jack Willoughby (Lead), 

who was on holiday. His place was filled, at the very 

last minute, by Mr Simon Bird, who stepped into the 

gap and did a sterling job to much applause. 

 

Mr John Sollitt read a list of amusing alternative 

word definitions, and finally the evening came to a 

close with members of the Kentones, conducted by 

Mr Frank Taylor, rendering a few tunes, finally 

joined by Velvet Harmony for the Last Two Songs. 

 

Thanks to all who helped make the evening a success and for contributing to the raffle, which raised £154 

towards the costs.                                                                                                                                        Ed.                                                                                                                                                             

Pam and Barbara 
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           P S P     At Polhill Garden Centre 

A huge shout-out of thanks to Acafellas for support-

ing our local PSP group meeting at Polhill Garden 

Centre on 4th October. You were simply amazing, as 

always; so joyous and uplifting, and we were not 

only toe-tapping, hand clapping and singing along 

but we left with a spring in our step and love in our 

hearts.  

It was generous and kind of you all to give up your 

time and energy to come along and perform for us, 

and we really are very grateful. I have had such posi-

tive feedback from the day, so thank you so much. 

One of our members said “...it was a great afternoon. 

I don’t get to take my wife out very much these days 

and I felt like we were on a date!” 

 

 

I know it wasn’t a fundraising event, but I did put a 

pot out for donations and we collected an amazing 

£120.00 which we can put towards our forthcoming 

Christmas Party in early December. In fact, all of our 

activities this year and for most of 2018 have or will 

have been funded by your generosity in having us as 

your adopted Charity for 2017. 

 

So really, on behalf of our group, I would ask that 

you accept our heartfelt thanks for all that you have 

done. We really appreciate your enthusiasm, support 

and friendship. And as I have said so many times 

before, your singing ain’t too bad either!  

  

You really are a great bunch of fellows. Much love, 

Sarah Marshall xx 

The morning was bright and sunny outside for 

the arrival of the PSP group, their carers and 

friends at Polhill Garden Centre . 

Sarah Marshall, the group organiser, always 

cheerful and welcoming to all, greeted every-

body . 

The atmosphere was soon lifted to another level 

by the appearance of the very bright and 

smartly attired  group of four part harmony sing-

ers - Acafellas. They gave a rousing perform-

ance of well-rehearsed songs  enjoyed by all . 

Then came the pinnacle of the morning, when 

Carlo Azzopardi, Captain, on behalf of Lady 

Captain Karen Norman of Bromley Town Bowls 

Club, in conjunction with Bromley Nuffield 

Health Club, presented a cheque for £1000,30 

as a result of various charity events. A great 

surprise for everybody at this magnificent and 

greatly appreciated donation to this very worth-

while and little known cause. 

                                           Brenda Newman 

PSP - Progressive Supranuclear Palsy .         

            Cheque This Out 
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Though I say so myself, Acafellas are a determined, gritty, hardy bunch.  When duty calls in the form of a commitment to attend a 

singout, nothing, but nothing will keep them from fulfilling the promise they gave when they signed the renowned singout boards.  

Many, indeed nearly all, of our number were severely tested in this respect when Acafellas gathered to sing in St Michael’s church 

hall, Wilmington, for another Holiday at Home event. 

 

There were those who left home in good time, only to find the usual Friday afternoon traffic difficulties accentuated by exceptional 

troubles on the M25 and/or the A2, causing back clogging of local roads.  They arrived, a little hot and bothered, but on time. 

 

Meanwhile, being a humble but happy resident of Wilmington, I took a casual stroll down to the hall in the late autumn sun.  

 

There were others who battled the odds, dutifully following the Sat Nav, only to find that 

the instrument announced they had reached their destination when they were under a 

bridge on the A2!  In fact they needed to be on top of the bridge!  Sadly, it seems that Sat 

Navs haven’t yet mastered 3D, so maps and brains are still needed.  Not to be put off, 

these stalwart souls defied the odds, took matters into their own hands, and duly arrived.  

 

Meanwhile, I enjoyed a pleasant walk through the village down to the hall, savouring the 

gentle, warm October breeze. 

 

And then again there was the frustrating problem of there being two halls in Wilmington, 

one at each end of High Road; surely a situation tailor-made for confusion.  Over the 

years we have sung in both halls, so it was obvious what was going to happen – and it did.  

But this is where true grit shows itself, and this frustration, on top of all the others, was 

duly overcome by those afflicted making a desperate dash to the other end of the village.  

 

Meanwhile, I ambled my way to the hall at a peaceful pace, taking in the early autumn 

colours. 

 

Carlo deserves special mention for his display of true Acafellas grit, as he had only ar-

rived home from Spain/Portugal the day before and yet still turned out, confronted the 

odds, battled his way through, and duly arrived on time.  Well done and thank you Carlo. 

 

And so, by one means or another, the ensemble assembled, in the various states of stress 

their journeys had dictated.  It was time for someone to pull things together and ensure we would give a performance worthy o f our 

grit, and indeed our reputation.  Just such a man is our much respected Life President, Mr. Frank Taylor, who was again stepp ing 

into the MD’s shoes as Colin was unable to be with us.  This man oozes calm and order, and his unflappable demeanour settled us 

all down as we got on with the first element of our trade – a warm-up, al fresco style in the mild October sunshine.  I have a famed 

sensitivity to the cold but even I discarded my pullover and rolled my shirt sleeves up! 

 

After the warm-up, with a few members still battling the odds, those present marched proudly into the hall to deliver our trade’s sec-

ond element, the performance.  Our numbers were small, just ten to begin with, but fortunately we had a Tenor (well done Roy)  and 

a fair balance of other parts.  We gave a good account of ourselves with Almost Like Being in Love and Frank and David (the Talk) 

then quickly had some to-and-fro going with the audience, instilling the relaxed and involved atmosphere that barbershop entertain-

ment thrives on.  Indeed this was not difficult, as the audience here has become well-known from our previous visits for the open, 

amicable and welcoming reception they extend. We continued our first set with the cavalry arriving, even in mid-song, and swelling 

our numbers. 

 

We took a short break and then reassembled, to the amazement of the audience who must have thought another chorus had been sent 

for!  Reversing our red/blue waistcoats never fails to surprise and impress.  True to form, there was an even more relaxed atmos-

phere for our second set, culminating with the ever popular Amarillo evoking its proverbial audience outburst. 

 

We were generously invited to remain for tea and cakes, and a chance to mingle with the audience. We needed no second bidding as 

the goodies on display looked scrumptious.  The warmth extended to us was tangible, and we felt part of the event and not jus t visi-

tors.  What a privilege to have been invited back for this our third visit.    

 

And so good fun was had by all.  We left feeling proud that we had overcome all obstacles, done what an Acafella had to do, 

pleased our audience, and enjoyed ourselves into the bargain.  Floreat Acafellas! 

 

David Southgate 

               Acafellas overcome all odds 

  David without pullover or overcoat 

                       What Next? 
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Well, has it really been two years since we last went 

to Den Bosch and The Barbershop Festival (BOF)? I have been 

many times since because of my mother, finally moving her to 

the UK in July 2016. So although the Kentones as a chorus 

weren’t going this time, I felt there still needed to be part of 

“us” there to represent the Club, having had such good 

connections with the city, its people, The Golden Tulip Hotel 

and, of course, the Duke Town Chorus. So I mooted the idea 

to John Rayfield over a pint (of course) after a Club night 

sometime back, and he and I agreed it would be a good idea, 

along with Vicky and Di, to pop over for a great weekend 

break. It was a special Barbershop Festival this year, the tenth 

anniversary, which, as many of you know, is held every other 

year. So that’s 20 years (give or take a few) that the Kentones 

have taken part in this great get-together of singers from all 

over Europe. 

 

So on Thursday 28th September John and Di Rayfield drove to 

our house in Maidstone bright and early, loaded my car

(fortunately everything went in!) and off we went to Folkestone 

to catch our Euro Shuttle train to Calais. Everything went on 

time and we arrived at the Calais terminal around 10.30 a.m. 

(Dutch time), drove off the train and straight onto the right 

hand side of the road. The ring road at Antwerp was this time 

OK, with thankfully no major hold-ups. Some 218 miles later at 

about 3.30 pm local time, we arrived at the Golden Tulip. There 

was much hugging and “Dutch kisses” (three times each!) from 

the girl receptionists, and a big hug from Mr Nathan Blaas, the 

Hotel reception manager, who has been there since Day One. It 

was great to meet them all again. Our rooms were lovely, at the 

front (or is it the back?)  of the hotel, overlooking the market 

square and in hearing distance of the bells and chimes from 

both the main town hall and, in the distance, the magnificent St. 

Jan Cathedral. We had an excellent evening meal in the hotel; 

the brasserie and bar area has had a major ‘upmarket’ 

renovation and looks more “chic” and spacious. The restaurant 

manager gave us complimentary starters and a glass of 

champagne! What a really memorable evening. 

 

Friday morning was bright and sunny, and I was wondering if 

the weather would continue to be as good for the whole 

weekend. We spent the day relaxing with some retail therapy. 

We enjoyed a beer out in the sun, people-watching, a bit of 

lunch, an early tea and then changed into our blue Club blazers 

and went to Grote Kerk for the Concert Der Kampioenen. A 

great evening of barbershop entertainment from quartets and 

choruses both male and female, including Frank Jans’ Chorus 

“T SING” (DABS Champions) from Tilburg Holland, and 

Strictly A Cappella and a mixed chorus from Radlett who 

gave a good account of themselves and flew the flag on behalf 

of the UK. After all that excitement, it was time for a nightcap 

back at the hotel, then bed. 

 

Saturday arrived cloudy and raining!  Ah well, our luck with 

the weather has finally run out. The programme was as in 

previous years. Many of the Festival choruses went around the 

city singing at various spots, and though the rain put a bit of a 

damper on things, nothing was cancelled. 

 

We met up with Frank Jans and Jacomijn in the main square, 

where a large crowd of Barbershoppers stood in front of the 

Town Hall and sang to the outgoing Burgemeester (Mayor) of  

Den Bosch who, after 25 years, was retiring. (Maybe after all 

these years “Mayor of Bromley” Dave Tindall could take up 

the post?) We watched various choruses sing and even joined 

the Duke Town Chorus on the steps of the Golden Tulip in 

their rendition of Mary Lou with an appreciative crowd 

wondering what the two blokes wearing Dutch Orange polo 

shirts were doing amongst the white shirts and braces of the 

others! 

 

For the first time there was no massed sing, so it was back to 

the hotel for the “Afterglow”  in the basement bar of the hotel. 

It was great to meet everybody again, more hugs, slapping of 

backs, kisses – three times, don’t forget, beer, singing, more 

beer, more singing – brilliant ! 

 

Saturday evening was the Festival Meal, again at the hotel with 

the 

organising committee (they have done a grand job all these 

years) Duke Town Chorus, Strictly A Cappella and others. 

Lovely food, very good service, the wine and beer flowed -

again- and, of course, even more singing, with a very special 

Heart of my Heart to the hotel director Karen Rademaker, who, 

after 27 years with her partner Peter, was finally tying the knot 

and getting married! Jacomijn managed to get some confetti 

just to make it really “authentic”. I think Karen had a bit of a 

tear in her eye, but she thanked us so much that it was drinks on 

the house – result!!  Needless to say, it was late when we 

finally went to bed; again many hugs all round with a promise 

to do it all again on 27th September 2019 – you bet! 

 

Sunday morning was clear and bright – a lovely day, so we  

drove to Heusden, a pretty village on the river Maas, steeped in 

history and typically Dutch in every respect. Needless to say, 

we had a few more beers in the warmish end of September 

sunshine before heading back to Den Bosch. We had arranged 

to have a meal with Frank and Jacomijn in the evening, and 

they took us to a restaurant in the back streets of Den Bosch, 

where we had a memorable evening.                                        

                                                                           Bob Gilbert 

 

                                 Den Bosch (BOF) Long Weekend 

John  Frank and Bob 
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                               Our Chosen Charity 2017/18 

Although I had known, from personal experience, of the existence of  Carers Bromley, I 

hadn't  been aware that the organisation provided a separate service specifically for minors until I 

attended Classic FM's concert of film music at the Royal Albert Hall on 19th September. 

It was a splendid programme, introduced by John Suchet, celebrating both the 85th birthday of the 

legendary John Williams (no, not that one) and Classic's 25th anniversary, and also promoting the 

national Make Some Noise appeal for support of small, relatively unknown charities.  The names of 

many of these were being projected on a screen, one of them being Young Carers Bromley -  very 

timely, since the Club's  AGM was to be held the following week. Hence my proposal that YGC 

should be our adopted charity this year. 

 

David Tindall 

                                     Carers Bromley - Young Carers Service 

 

Carers Bromley have existed for over 26 years and are supporting 5,500 carers of all ages, living in 

the London Borough of Bromley. 1,000 of these are aged under 18.  In October 2017, the charity 

lost its local funding. Carers Bromley is going to try and survive, and continues to provide support to 

young carers, whilst developing new services for adult carers. 

  

A young carer is a young person, aged 4 – 18 years, who lives in a family where someone is 

affected by a long-term illness, disability, mental health issue, alcohol or substance misuse or HIV.  

  

The Young Carers Service offers opportunities to talk to someone who will listen, to meet other 

young carers during age appropriate activities. Information and help to access services is also 

available, as are bi-monthly resilience and development workshops, regular newsletters and a 

Young Carers Forum - Voice YC. The aim is to develop the social skills, self-esteem and confidence 

of young carers and to help them to have a childhood and a voice. 

  

The Young Carers Service offers confidential 1:1 emotional support, allowing young carers to talk 

about their caring role in a safe environment.  The events and workshops offer young carers respite 

from their caring responsibilities, opportunities to experience new things and make new friends. To 

find out more about the services, please visit https://www.carersbromley.org.uk/ 

or follow us on Twitter and Facebook. 

 

Carers Bromley is very grateful to the Kentones for choosing Young Carers Bromley as their charity 

for 2017/2018. 

  

  

Tracey Parry 

Head of Carers Support Services 

https://www.carersbromley.org.uk/
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We have enjoyed another great 

year in 

this amazing Barbershop Club. 

Thank you for your friendship 

which we have appreciated enor-

mously.  We wish all Members 

and Supporters a very happy 

Christmas and a peaceful, pros-

perous New Year.                

David & Norma Southgate. 

Frank and Pam Taylor are pleased to 

wish all Club members,  families and 

Supporters a very merry Christmas and 

a happy New Year. 

To all our chorus friends and 

Supporters, we wish you a very 

happy Christmas and a 

successful and healthy  2018.                  

Love Barrie and Brenda  

Sharon & Colin.P. 

Browne would like to 

wish everybody a happy 

and prosperous Xmas 

and New Year. Hoping 

that 2018 is an even 

better one for the 

Kentones. 

Greetings at Christmas - May you 

have friends at your fire, blessings 

in your home and joy in your 

heart.  

Avril and Chris Sydee  

Both Joyce and I would like to extend our wishes for 

Christmas to all members of the chorus, together with 

partners and Supporters and may we all hopefully have 

a peaceful and successful year ahead. 
John and Joyce Weeks 

Adrian and Liz Emes send Christmas 

greetings and best wishes for the new 

year to all the Kentones and our 

Supporters  

Tim ‘n’ Jude wish you all a happy 

Christmas and a peaceful 2018. 

Let it snow! 

Wishing everyone a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

From Baggie Boy  and Tea Lady (Terry 
and June Cooke) 

Happy Christmas and a Happy New     

               Year to you all 

from Margaret and Chris with our 

love x  

We wish all members of the 

Kentones and Supporters a merry 

Christmas and a healthy and 

happy New year. 

Jack & Pat Willoughby 

Jingle the Bells!                  

We wish you a Merry and 

Bright Yuletide.                   

Geoff and Stella Mountney 
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Best wishes for Christmas and 2018. A special 

thanks to our Directors and Committee and to all 

Kentones and Supporters.   Ann and John Vaughan. 

A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A GOOD  

NEW YEAR  

TO ALL MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS, 

MUSIC TEAM, 

AND TO MY COMMITTEE.  THANK YOU. 

JOHN & JENNY SOLLITT 

To all members, Supporters 

and families of the Kentones, 

have a wonderful Christmas 

and a happy and healthy New 

Year. With love and best 

wishes.                                 

Gill and Carlo Azzopardi 

Colin and Sue Couves wish to 

send seasonal greetings to all 

members and Supporters of the 

Kentones.  

It's Bah Humbug from Me and a very 

Merry Xmas to all from Her. 

The Simpsons 

 
Brian and Hazel 
Showell wish the 

Kentones and their loved ones all 
the Jingling and Jollies 

for Christmas and the New Year 

Wishing you all GOOD 
HEALTH  

and GOOD CHEER 
Looking forward to all 
having a HAPPY NEW 

YEAR. 2018  CHICKS SNR: 

To all our readers - Happy 

Christmas,  healthy New Year. 

               David Tindall   

            (Sub-Ed & P.T.I.!) 

The small shoal of Fish wish the Hole 

Shole a Merry Christmas and  

Anappy and Elfy New YER !   

Linda and Brian 

John & Di Rayfield wish all 

Chorus members and their loved 

ones a very merry Christmas and 

a Happy, Healthy and 

Prosperous New Year.  

Colin and Margaret wish all the 

Kentones and Supporters a peaceful 

and joyful Christmas and best wishes 

for a happy and healthy 2018 
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                          Children In Need 2017 

The Kentones’ annual singouts in the Glades and 

for the Disabled Christian Fellowship are fixed 

dates in their calendar. Now the Children in Need 

concert at St. John’s Church in Beckenham is 

becoming a fixture, and not one to be missed. A 

pretty miserable evening and parking proving a 

problem in Eden Park Avenue did not deter the 

audience, which filled the Church to overflowing on 

Friday 17th November.  Introduced by Church 

Warden Jeff Foulger, resplendent in a multicoloured 

waistcoat, the concert got off to a splendid start with 

the choir from St. David’s Prep school. Becky 

Sowter (Tim’s wife) is their energetic and 

enthusiastic musical director, who encourages the 

children to sing to a very high standard with a 

repertoire that most adult choirs would find 

challenging. Their enjoyment is evident from their 

smiles, but also the sentiment of the song is shown in 

their facial expressions. Their opening number 

Singing Together has lyrics that could well be 

applied to the feeling you guys must get on the risers 

when the chords ring. 

 We sing the songs of the present day 

We sing the great tunes of the past 

As music’s story lives through history 

It’s up to us to make it last 

Can you touch the tension? 

Can you feel the passion? 

Can you see excitement in our eyes? 

Can you catch the moment? 

Remember it forever, as our spirits rise. 

 

You’re in the Band from the musical School of Rock, 

complete with air guitar, got us all clapping along. 

Listening to Name that Toon recalled cartoon films 

we had enjoyed over the years; who could ever 

forget We’re the Flintstones?  The choir will once 

again take part in the Young Voices concert at the 02 

in January, when they will be joining some 1500 

young singers in a musical extravaganza. It was a 

great start to the evening, and good to see and hear 

how music plays such an important part in their 

school life. 

 

Next on stage was the Croydon Steel Orchestra.  A 

youth and community steel band, it was set up in 

2000 aiming to promote "pan" as a style of music 

and the steel band as a family of instruments in its 

own right. It encourages the tuition of steel band in 

schools, allowing as many children as possible the 

opportunity to learn the art of pan. Led by their 

dynamic musical director Paul Dowie, some seven 

young players set up their amazing array of ‘pans,’ 

the transport of which must have needed a lot of 

organising. I have no idea how they learn their music 

and which part of the pan to hit, but the sound they 

produced had us literally dancing in the aisles, 

singing along to Boney M’s Rasputin and Tequila 
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to come along one Thursday and have a go. 

 

The final performance was given by the SOL Choir. 

Becky Sowter, their musical director, led them into a 

very ambitious programme, starting with Adiemus by 

Karl Jenkins. This was followed by Fields of Gold, 

being this year’s Children in Need song, 

 Skyfall from the James Bond film, River of Dreams, 

recorded by Billy Joel in 1993, and the 1982 classic 

rock number Africa by Toto. The audience was 

delighted with their performance as, under Becky’s 

direction, the choir has improved enormously since 

we heard them last year. A simple rendition of the 

Teddy Bears’ Picnic had us all singing along, 

bringing back memories of when we first heard it 

played on the ‘wireless’ by Henry Hall’s BBC 

Orchestra. 

Then a reprise of Africa, when Becky invited all the 

singers to join in, brought the concert to a close. 

What a great evening of musical talent, raising funds 

for children in desperate need across the UK. 

      Avril Sydee 

made famous by the Champs in 1958. Great fun was 

had by all. 

After the interval it was the turn of the Kentones, 

conducted by Colin as both PK and Ryan were 

unavailable. I was very impressed with their 

rendition of Swing Low, a recent addition to their 

repertoire. Amarillo, of course, is the all time end of 

show song, so I was quite surprised when, before it 

was introduced, Steve Cooper shared the mike with 

David and encouraged any would-be singers to come 

up on stage and join in. With a bit of arm twisting 

and some encouraging shoves from wives, several 

men from the audience and some young boys from 

St David’s climbed onto the stage. It was a noisy and 

enthusiastic end to the Kentones’ set, with some 

clapping in the wrong places, but obviously enjoyed 

by all. Hopefully some of the men might be inspired 
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On Thursday 26th October, I came,at last, it to 

a Kentones Club evening with my father, David 

Tindall. Whilst undergoing gruelling cancer 

treatment last year, I was very touched when 

Dad regularly relayed their good wishes to me, 

and I promised I would come to a rehearsal 

when I felt better.   

Now, with my hair almost grown back and my 

lipstick on, I felt ready to meet 

the many friends Dad had told 

me so much about, and who  

have been a huge support to 

him since we lost my Mum to 

cancer in 2011. Barbershop 

has become an even more 

important part of his life since 

then, and I have told him he is 

not allowed to retire from it 

any time soon! 

I so enjoyed listening to the 

rehearsal, along with Pam and Isobel. To me, 

all the songs sounded wonderful, especially my 

favourite, Shenandoah, which I was permitted to 

request!  During the tea break I was presented 

with a beautiful bouquet of pink and lilac flowers 

- such an unexpected surprise, and very kind. 

The second half of the evening passed too 

quickly (though maybe not for all those standing 

on the risers!). It was really interesting to ob-

serve the hard work and complex techniques 

involved in perfecting a Barbershop arrange-

ment.  

It was a treat to be invited to come and listen - 

thank you for having me. It was lovely to put 

faces to the names I have heard Dad mention 

so often. I wish the Kentones every future suc-

cess and hope to be able to come and listen to 

you sing again in the not too distant future. 

With my very best wishes to you all, 

Sarah Taylor 

Sarah and John 

 

          MIKE?    NOW YOU SEE IT... 

CHILDREN IN NEED 17TH November 2017. OK, 

who spilt the beans? How did the technical 

operatives at St John’s Church in Beckenham find 

out about Dave “ The Chat, ” who has had his way 

with many a microphone of the hand. The evidence 

is hard to deny! Please observe closely the pictorial 

display below. If the culprit dare to reveal him/her/

itself, there is no doubt that they will be ostrichsized 

by all, having cheated us out of one of life’s little 

pleasures. I suppose it would really be fair to say he 

had been “WIRED FOR SOUND “  ( sorry Cliff ). 

Contributed anonimousely by a fing wot swims in 

the sea and sumtimes gets Battered. [Note for Dave 

the proof, yes I know there are spellings that will 

grate but they are my weird sense of ‘umour.] 

 

          WELL! I FINALLY MADE IT 

CHRISTMAS QUARTET                             JS 
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               CHAIRMAN’s CORNER NOVEMBER 2017     

So here we are again in another financial year, which began following the Club’s AGM in September 2017. I 

am repeating some of my report made to members at that time.  

My thanks go to your hard working committee and to Frank Taylor and David Southgate for their continuing 

support and guidance to me over the past two years. 

 

THE KENTONIAN will be now be in the hands of Chris Sydee and David Tindall.  

Thanks must go to Colin Barnes who has now relinquished the role of Editor, but is 

now the Club’s new Secretary. There are our Supporters, who continue to raise 

essential funds for us and, of course, we have the tea station team. The Supporters are 

looking to find some others to help with the weekly rota. So, in no particular order, 

thanks to Roy Simpson, pitch piper, Colin Couves, Acafellas MD and also our 

almoner, Adrian Emes, your trophy officer, Les the Trez, Terry Cooke, Alan 

Lucking, to Dave Havers for standing as PRO and also doing the raffle, Tim Priddin, 

your current Music Team secretary. Brian Showell, our retiring PRO, John Vaughan, 

retiring Secretary, and all the part leaders. 

 

WEBSITE. Alan Lucking and I are making good progress concerning its update and its redevelopment, which 

is long overdue. 

 

RECRUITMENT. This important subject is already in the capable hands of Steve Cooper, recently co-opted 

as recruitment secretary. Obtaining new members will not be easy and will take time and planning. There is no 

target deadline BUT increasing our membership is the prime requirement. 

We should all endeavour to recruit new members and assist Steve whenever possible.  

Under the direction of Peter Kennedy, we are progressing at a pace unfamiliar in the past, but now more the 

norm. We accept that the learning cycle  is different for everyone for various reasons. It is now 3 years since 

he arrived - how improved are we, under his direction ? –  Thank you Peter. 

Peter is so ably assisted by Ryan Jensen, whose craft sessions are very rewarding and enlightening.  Thank 

you Ryan. 

HQ QUARTET competed at Convention and had a great result. 

Recently, in November, the quartet prelims were held in Manchester. HQ competed again and came 6th  and 

Ryan’s quartet, Fifth Element, achieved 3rd place. 

Very well done all of you. 

 

We now have a in-house quartet, Sound Alliance, comprising Jack Willoughby, Denis Delaroute, Alan 

Lucking and Roy Simpson who are representing the Club and continuing to improve.  Well done………        

ANY OTHER POSSIBLE QUARTETS DEVELOPING ? 

So we look forward as ever. There will be challenges and issues to resolve, as always.   

After speaking with Peter, he has agreed to my request that we have a five minute q & a session with him after 

tea break in future. This has been useful, so keep asking and feel free to say what is on your mind rather than 

just thinking about it !  

Finally, I take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you and your 

families. 

John Sollitt    - Chairman  
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A Toast to our Founder 

A big thank you must go to all who were 

involved in the organisation and negotiations which 

resulted in a very successful Club dinner on Saturday 

7th October.  Held at the Chelsfield Lakes Golf Club, 

we enjoyed excellent food very efficiently served by 

pleasant and helpful staff.  Each round table seating 

eight places was adorned with a very attractive floral 

arrangement of autumn coloured flowers set in tiny 

pumpkins, and we thank Vicky for her artistic talents 

and skill.   

It was good to have some reminiscences from 

Colin Couves, David Tindall and Pam Taylor of Ron 

Mesure, the founder of the Kentones way back in 

1975, which would have been of interest to guests 

unaware of the Club’s history.  We were pleased to 

see Sarah Marshall, group organiser for PSP, and her 

husband, who joined us for the evening.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

 

My earliest memory of Ron was at a Chorus 

social evening held at Colin’s hockey club, just after 

Chris had joined the Kentones. Ron and brother 

John, who was Chorus Director at the time, first 

played duets on the piano and then, dressed as 

Flanagan and Allen sang Strolling and Underneath 

the Arches to much applause. The evening, as I 

recall, also featured past members ‘Delboy,’ 

complete with Stetson and guitar, singing country 

and western songs, and an impromptu solo Irish jig 

from Bill Holyday. Ah, those were the days! 

So, with a toast to Ron, memories stirred by the 

rolling display of photos and Colin conducting some 

songs which ended with everyone joining in with 

Amarillo, we once more enjoyed the friendship and 

camaraderie that is so special in the world of 

Barbershop singing.        

                                                                                                                                        

Avril  Sydee 

 



 

Vol. 5 Iss. 11 Page 15 The Kentonian 

   Ron Mesure – Clubman 

In the 1950’s every church had a youth club 

but you had to leave at 18. The boys all 

disappeared then anyway to do their National 

Service. 

Penge had two such clubs, one attached to St 

John’s C of E and the other to Penge 

Congregational Church. 

After Ron completed his National Service he 

missed the camaraderie and the fun of the 

youth club, so he and another chap decided to 

form a new club – a follow-on from both 

youth clubs. 

A meeting was called for all interested 

people, and one sunny Sunday morning we 

all gathered in Ron and John Mesure’s 

mother’s back garden, and so the Floreat 

Club was formed. 

Apparently floreat means ‘it flourishes’ in 

Latin, and what an apt name that proved to 

be for the next few years as more and more 

young people joined. 

Very close friendships were made. In fact the 

club, became a glorified marriage bureau as 

we mostly all married someone else from the 

club and that is where Frank and I met.  

We had some wonderful times with the 

Floreat: we met once a week to socialise, 

and we had our own band, with John on 

piano and a clarinettist, a saxophonist and a 

drummer. We put on shows for our parents 

and friends and organised other social events, 

but gradually our children arrived and the 

club eventually petered out due to lack of 

baby sitters, but the friendships continued. 

We went on several group holidays together 

to Cornwall, Devon and the Isle of Wight. 

Can you imagine the faces of the people 

behind us in the queue for ice creams when 

we asked for 40 cornets? The lovely thing is 

that our children have grown up together and 

are still friends today. 

So, when Ron became interested in 

barbershop some 20 odd years later, all the 

Floreat men  supported him at the first 

barbershop meeting at the Star and Garter 

pub. It proved not to be for everyone, and in 

truth not all could sing in tune, but John and 

Frank were hooked and have had many 

happy years in the Kentones. 

Ron’s enthusiasm rubbed off on Barbara, and 

a year later she started Velvet Harmony. 

So, the Kentones are still going strong and 

the friendships formed in the Floreat Club 

over 60 years ago are stronger than ever. We 

meet each month for a walk, pub lunch and 

then fish and chips in the evening, we have a 

few days away every spring and always 

spend New Year’s Eve together. We are there 

to help and support each other and it’s all 

down to our lovely friend Ron Mesure.                                            

Pam Taylor 
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Kentones Diary Dates 

Date Time Function Venue 

Sun 17 Dec 2017 11.30 a.m. Christmas Charity Collection The Glades, High St., Bromley, BR1 1DN 

Sat 28 Apr 2018 t.b.a. Coaching weekend University of Kent, Canterbury 

Sun 29 Apr 2018 t.b.a. Coaching weekend University of Kent, Canterbury 

    

    

 

INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP OF THE KENTONES OR SUPPORTERS? 

NEED ENTERTAINMENT FOR AN EVENT OR FUNCTION? 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.thekentones.org 

 

The Kentones 

Honorary Life President – Frank Taylor 

Club Night - Thursday 7.30 pm at St. Paul’s Church Hall, Crofton Road, Orpington, Kent, BR6 8JE 

Main Committee: -   Music Committee: -   

Chairman - John Sollitt Music Director - Peter Kennedy 

Deputy Chairman - vacant Asst. Music Director - Ryan Jensen 

Secretary - Colin Barnes Acafellas Music Director - Colin Couves 

Treasurer - Les Moore Music Team Secretary - Tim Priddin 

Membership Sec. - Terry Cooke Co-opted Member - John Rayfield 

Public Relations Officer - David Havers Part Leaders Lead - Jack Willoughby 

Performance Sec. - Alan Lucking  Asst.  - vacant 

Co-opted Member - vacant  Bass - Ryan Jensen 

Almoner   Colin Couves  Tenor - Tim Sowter 

    Baritone - Colin Couves 

The Kentonian Magazine:- published QUARTERLY 

Editor:  Chris Sydee   

Consultant / Sub Editor:  David Tindall   

Editorial Assistant  Sam Newlove-Agbonlahor   

All Club material intended for publication: Proof reading - David Tindall - Graphic information - Al Horton 

Acafellas 

Chorus Director – Colin Couves 

Meetings:– alternate Tuesdays, 10.00am to 12.00 noon at Chelsfield Methodist Church, BR6 6HD 

Acafellas Diary Dates 

Date Time Function Venue 

Tues 12 Dec 2.15 p.m. W.I. Christmas Dinner Downe Village Hall, Downe Village. BR6  7US 

Sat 06 Jan 2018 2.00 p.m. Chislehurst Rotary Club Party Chislehurst Village Hall, Church La., BR7 5PE 

    
    

    

2017 

http://www.thekentones.org

