
BROMLEY BARBERSHOP HARMONY CLUB 

Minutes of the 2017 AGM held in St Pauls Church Hall,  Crofton Road, Orpington Kent on 
Thursday 28th September at 8pm 

Apologies for Absence Colin Couves; Bob Gilbert; John Rayfield; David Tindall; Tim 
Priddin; Chris Garrard 

Present 38 members  
Minutes of the 2016 AGM, had been circulated.  Agreed to be taken as read     
There were no matters arising. 
Officers Reports (detailed reports held by Secretary) 

The Chairman, John Sollitt, welcomed everyone. He referred to the major events of the 
past year –. He expressed appreciation for the work done by Peter Kennedy, and the 
great help from Ryan Jensen, and the hard work of the Clubs officers He thanked Colin 
Couves for his work as Almoner. He also thanked the many other members who gave 
regular help. 
The Treasurer, Les Moore, presented his Receipts and Payments Account and cash 
funds at year end of £6116, followed by John Vaughan with the formal charity 
accounts which showed a loss for the year of £2032.      £1542 was raised for our charity, 
PSPA.    Explanations were given for some of the figures. The Treasurer on behalf of the 
Committee proposed no change in the subscription rate, as we were not short of 
Funds, but following views from the membership that a change was necessary in view 
of the losses, a small increase of £5 pa was proposed and agreed, raising £250. The 
Music Director Peter Kennedy said that he wished to reduce his fee from £50 to £40 per 
session, saving £500 pa. The meeting expressed its appreciation of this gesture. 

The Secretary, John Vaughan, had taken minutes at seven meetings and liaised as 
necessary with BABS on Convention and other matters. He continued to look after the 
Archives. 
The Membership Secretary, Terry Cooke, said that the singing membership had fallen 
from 56   to 45, with the average age rising from 62 to 68. We lost 6 members and had 
only one new member during the year, bringing our total to 56. Average weekly 
attendance was 64%.     New recruiting ideas are needed to bring in younger men, 
and both Bromley Council and BABS were working up proposals to this end. Steve 
Cooper, our new Recruitment Officer would be reviewing these. 
The Performance Secretary, Alan Lucking, thanked members for paying greater 
attention to Sing-out boards. Attendances at major events were good – 59% of 
Kentones and 79% of Acafellas members with the Acafellas, raising almost all the sing 
out fees this year. Five members performed in all 14 concerts. Tim Priddin held his two-
year 100% attendance record. 

The Public Relations Officer, Brian Showell, was on holiday.  His report was read out by 
the Chairman.    The PRO referred to the lack of response from the seven professional 
booking agents he had approached, and from Bromley Council Social Services 
Department over circulating details to Care homes. The new CD – “This is the Moment” 
had been prepared with 1000 copies, and sales to date of the high quality recording 
had covered all costs. 



The Chorus Director, Peter Kennedy, said that following the high spots in 2016 of TCOK, 
Leeds Castle and our best ever Convention results, 2017 was a little disappointing 
despite the excellent Music in the Park Show – he would like to see such Shows every 
year. He referred to the PVI sessions for all members and promised more in the coming 
year, together with the weekend training at Canterbury in 2018. He thanked the Music 
Team, in particular Tim Priddin and Ryan Jensen, for all their hard work, John Sollitt and 
the Management Team for their support. Our Convention songs will probably be 
“Where is Love?” and “Can’t Buy Me Love”.   The MD’s continued appointment was 
endorsed on a ballot by an overwhelming majority.  

After a break for refreshments, the election of New Officers was held as follows, all 
unopposed-   Chairman, John Sollitt; Treasurer Les Moore; Secretary Colin Barnes; 
Performance Secretary Alan Lucking; Membership Secretary Terry Cooke; PRO David 
Havers. It should be recorded that that the position of Deputy Chairman is vacant. 
The Chairman announced the co-option of Steve Cooper as Recruitment Officer, and 
thanked Brian Showell and John Vaughan for their hard work over the past year 
Two Charities had been proposed for the Club to support in 2016-7, Progressive 
Supranuclear Palsy Association, and Young Carers, Bromley, and after a vote held at 
the next Club Meeting, Y C B was chosen.  
Trophy presentations followed. The Barbershopper of the Year 2017/8 is Ryan Jensen. 
Most Improved Singer is Alan Phipps. The Stage Presence Award went to Roy Simpson. 
The Quartet cup was awarded, to HQ for their 4th place at BABS Convention, as no 
Club Quartet had entered a competition this year 
Policies. The adoption of the BABS policies on Equality and Diversity, Child and 
Vulnerable Adults and Data Protection, was endorsed by members. 
Any Other Business.   The meeting closed at 10.10 pm 
  
  

  
  


