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Going for it... 

To be written - more inside. 

HQ in their qualifying performance at the BABS National Quartet 
Competition preliminaries held in November 2016 at RNCM Manchester 

where they were ranked third in a field of thirty eight. More news on 
their progress inside. 
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Quartet News 

HQ February 2017 

 - to Bournemouth and beyond. 

Well, at the beginning of what already looks like 
being a busy year for 
Headquarters, we have 
chosen 4 songs with which 
to hopefully compete in 
both the semi- finals and 
finals in May, had some 
constructive coaching 
sessions with Doug 
Harrington and Clay Hine 
and will have been to 
Walsall to compete at a 
judges seminar event by the 
time this edition of The 

Kentonian is distr ibuted. We are also thr illed to 
hear John’s news, as he sang in the winning quartet at 
this year`s Harmony Brigade; great job and as always, 
flying the flag for both the quartet and The Kentones. 

In March, we are delighted to be a guest quartet on 
this year`s Cheshire Chord Company show, so will be 
up in Michael’s homeland on  the 18th for what 
promises to be a great night. The following weekend 
we are singing as surprise guests at a Charity Ball 
event at Epsom Racecourse, and on April 22nd we are 
guests at the first Barberfellas show, the night before 
Peter runs the London marathon. 

Our coaching and development is going to be in the 
capable hands of Stuart Owens and Rae Miller, with 
HQ rehearsal nights every single Monday for  the 
next 4 months, and a whole bunch of new music 
coming on board. Our first full year is likely to fly by 
and whatever happens, our plans are for long term 

HQ with coach, Clay Hine 

HQ Tenor Peter Kennedy 
with coach, Doug Harrington 

growth and development, so hopefully this will 
include more shows and certainly a greater ability to 
do private singouts and corporate events; we even 
already have one eye on a forthcoming “show songs” 
CD in 2018! 

We are proud to be essentially a Kentones quartet, 
and aim to be ambassadors of great Barbershop , 
both on and off stage. We are very grateful for the 
support and encouragement received by so many of 
you, and hope that we will do you all proud in 
whatever we do , both now and in the future. 

In Harmony 

Peter, Michael, John and Ryan;  
Headquarters Quartet 

DT does things by Halves! 
2nd UK Harmony Brigade 

Nottingham, 11th February 2017 

Well where do I start? Around 6 months ago I heard 
about Brigade, and how testing it was. Sounds like a 
suitable challenge, I thought (sometimes you can be 
too quick). 

It works like this. Twelve songs, arranged for 
quartet, are chosen and sent out for those who are 
attending, to learn. You turn up on the weekend and 
then it is a mixed scratch quartet event very much 
along the lines of Extreme Quarteting at Harmony 
College. 

Now I know three versions of South Rampart Street 
Parade – ours, an eleven page extension of the one 
we (the Kentones) know and another re-pitched for 
mixed voices. 

As the months rolled on I started to think this was a 
bad idea as at several gatherings many were 
struggling (me included). I found myself wondering 
why I was on this crazy learning curve for 
effectively one event. After a little soul searching I 
guess I wanted to test myself. 

Now I must say the whole event was very well 
organized (Rae was on the committee) but it was a 
very nerve-racking experience. On arrival, Friday, 
we were given three songs randomly selected from 
the twelve songs to sing to a qualifying judge. At this 
stage two participants decided to withdraw (one was 
ill and the other just hadn’t got enough knowledge of 
the part). 

Fortunately, after finding a free stairway, a few trial 
runs gave me enough to go and be tested. It was a 
relief to be passed. Time to unwind with dinner and 
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some free-quarteting in the bar. 

The fun of the Friday evening was replaced on 
Saturday morning with a short morning’s practice 
(including a full chorus rehearsal for the evening 
show) and then the draw for the quartet I was to sing 

with (no idea who you will get). 

Each quartet then drew a song from a tub. To make 
the time for each of the 19 quartets equal, each gets 
just 20 minutes to practise before going on. 

We, the randomly drawn quartet Half ‘n’ Half, 
picked Love Letters and I was fortunate to have three 
cracking partners in Simon (Lead) Mary (Tenor) and 
Karen (Bari). The 20 minutes shot past and, although 
we were pleased with the sound, we saved the best 
for competition. We all came off very happy with the 
way it went. We then sat through the remaining 
quartets until finally they announced the top 6 to go 

Brigade Chorus at show rehearsal 

A quartet’s -eye view of the judges 

Half ‘n Half perform for the judges 

through to the final. 

Super chuffed to hear 
Half 'n' Half called 
out, the excitement 
quickly vanished 
when they told us that 
due to time pressure 
for the evening meal 
and show we would 
only get 3 minutes to 

prepare after picking the song. 3 minutes?! - I ask 
you. It took 20 seconds to find a spare room only to 
realise the song was 90 seconds longer than the time 
we had left! 

So: do the opening line, do the Tag, then do three 
“Hail-Mary’s” and get on stage. - Oh yes, I’ve 
forgotten to tell you that it’s performed as per the 
BABS convention competition, but with 3 judges, 
stage and audience. This second song, Start of 
Something Big, is tricky and did not go as well. 
However, we were told our two song scores would be 
added to produce a final place. 

We then sat to watch others, who all improved on 
their first song! So to the result – which, “due to time 
pressure will be announced during dinner”! 

So to dinner, and eventually 3rd and 2nd places were 
announced, then - well by 1 point Half 'n' Half had 
won. Wow! It took a moment to sink in but it was a 

great feeling. 

The evening show had a stellar line up with Grand 
Central and Finest Hour 
and of course, for one 
night only, Half 'n' Half. 

Rae and I got to sing with 
Finest Hour in the After -
glow, but it was only on 
the way home that we 
realised that apart from 
helping someone through 
their test we hadn’t sung 
once together all 
weekend! 

John Williams (DT) 

Half ‘n Half: Mary (Tenor), Simon (Lead), DT (Bass) and 
Karen (Bari) 

DT supplying Tenor for another 
quartet that didn’t quite reach the 

finals 

Rae in quartet with Finest Hour 
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Singouts 

Public Awareness of PSPA raised 

The singout in the Glades just 
before Christmas was very 
much appreciated by the large 
and ever changing audience. 
Many remarked on the high 
standard of singing and how 
the Chorus were all enjoying 
themselves. 

It was also a great event on 
behalf of the PSP Association 
charity to raise public 
awareness of the condition. 
Many asked what the initials 

stood for and we were able to explain. 

Brenda Newman 

A chance to meet some old friends 

On Sunday 18th December the Kentones and their 
Supporters assembled in the Glades for the annual 
Christmas Singout in support of our chosen charity, 
the PSPA. 

As usual there were two sets each comprising 
barbershop songs and Christmas carols. All were 
well received by a large audience which included 
many old friends such as Dick and Veronica and 
Steve and Sandie Beaney. 

That old favourite Amarillo proved a big hit with the 
crowd. They still wanted more after three renditions! 

Congratulations to Graeme 
Monk who was taking part 
in his first sing-out. He also 
performed a solo in Silent 
Night, in both sets, to 
rapturous applause from the 
crowd. 

Also well done to John 
Williams for his solo in 
This is the Moment .As 
usual he performed it 
brilliantly. 

The highlights for me 
(along with the above) 
were ; Barrie Newman 
doing a bit of conducting; 
Bob Gilbert’s grandchildren playing the bells in 
Jingle Bells and the little girl who took money OUT 
of the collecting bucket instead of putting it IN! 

What a great way to get in the mood for Christmas, 
especially as we also raised £642.01 for our chosen 
charity the PSPA. 

Well done the lads! 

Sue Couves 

Graeme makes his solo 
debut. 

The Kentones Christmas singout at the Glades in support of their nominated charity the PSPA 

Christmas 2016 at the Glades 

Local PSPA Organiser 
Sarah Marshall 

Good Job! 
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Editorial 

Welcome to the March edition of the Kentonian, 
covering December, January and February. 

This edition includes the regular news items 
covering Christmas Singouts, Quartets, Club, 
Supporters’ Club, Music Team, Chairman’s Corner 
and Events Diary together with reports of our 
nominated charity, the PSPA. New this month is a 
“Ramblings” section for general amusement and 
interest, featuring puzzles, anecdotes – and anything 
you think might interest or amuse our readers (within 
reason!). 

We feature a special report from one of our younger 
members, Finley, who did some amazing work with 
the Bateman’s charity last summer. Stealing the 
limelight was the Quartet News, as HQ go from 
strength to strength getting ready for the BABS 
quartet finals in May, and John Williams’ (a.k.a. DT) 
amazing, but well deserved success in the BABS UK 
Harmony Brigade competition in January. 

Speaking of limelight, one is reminded of the world 
where the expression comes from. Nineteenth 
century Britain in the midst of the social upheavals 
of the industrial revolution – “time to drag out the 
Dickens”, as Tom Lehrer once said in that Christmas 
carol to end all Christmas carols. Which, funnily 
enough, brings me to the preparations for this year’s 
chorus competition at Convention in May at 
Bournemouth and the new “Performance” category. 
John Williams is leading the preparations for the 
performance and presents some initial sketches for 
the “Oliver” package in this edition. It is also a 
timely reminder for us as individuals to make our 
own preparations, not just the costume but getting 
the feeling for the era, story and the characters of the 
songs. 

Lionel Bart aside, I tried taking down Oliver Twist 
from the bookshelf. It is ages since I have read any 
Dickens and I was struck by just how verbose and 
florid the language is compared with more modern 
writers. It reminded me that when I first read him it 
was before the advent of today’s digital distractions. 
It takes some getting used-to, as it was designed to 
be read serialised in a journal and with public 
reading to audiences in mind – hence the 
declamatory and extravagant style. However, with a 
bit of patience, the digital devices turned off and the 
houselights low, one can perhaps begin to let in the 
ghosts of an earlier era, perhaps sense the chill of the 
workhouse, the faint far-off fragrance of coal smoke, 
open sewers and horse dung and the grime and 
claustrophobia of the London Rookeries. 

Or you could just play the DVD; there are plenty to 
choose from. 

Colin Barnes, Editor 

Charity singout at Ye Olde Whyte Lyon 
22 December 2016 

Manic would be a fair description - and that was just 
parking amidst the Christmas shoppers. Eventually 
we managed to park out on the road and joined in the 
fun. 

As ever the occasion 
provided an 
opportunity to relax 
after an event-filled 
year. The singing 
went well, although a 
bit screechy at times 
as this occasion 
dictates the need for 
volume. 

At least a few of the 
revellers enjoyed our 
singing, and our collection raised over £100 for 
PSPA. 

David Southgate 

Well, somebody seemed to be 
enjoying the singing. 

Refocussing 

In my back yard for once! 
Acafellas sing to WILMARA,16th December 

“Wilmington!” I 
exclaimed. “Does that 
say Wilmington? You 
mean we’ve got a 
singout at 
Wilmington?!” I was 
reading the latest 

Updated Diary Event that had just come through. 
“Unbelievable! In my own back yard! I could walk 
there!” Living out in the wilds of Kent, as some 
seem to think Wilmington is, I am used to travelling 
a fair old distance to every engagement we get. 

And so it was that on Friday 16th December I took a 
casual stroll in unseasonal warmth, which my thin 
blood appreciated enormously (!), down to the 
Memorial Hall in the centre of the village. The Hall 
was originally a Fire Station and was bought by the 
people of Wilmington at the end of the Second 
World War to be a memorial to those Parishioners 
who had given their lives in that conflict, as well as 
the Great War of 1914-1918. The event was 
organised by Wilmara (Wilmington Active 
Retirement Association). These ARA 
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associations aim to foster friendship and good 
fellowship between members, and to 
provide opportunities and facilities for social, 
cultural and leisure activities which will contribute to 
the mental and physical well-being of the members, 
with the object to ensure a full and active retirement. 
I think a visit from a red blooded barbershop chorus 
meets these criteria handsomely! 

Red blooded we may be but we are still prone to 
bodily frailties, and we seemed to be suffering these 
in abundance at this engagement. Just ten minutes or 
so before our performance we only numbered eight 
souls! Fortunately when Chairman John went on the 
hunt he discovered another six who had found the 
hall well enough but not the hideaway at the back 
where we were assembling. So, we were fourteen! 
We were missing some stalwart voices, missing our 
ever amusing compère and missing our masterly 
MD. What do you do? Well, cometh the hour cometh 
the man as they say; two men in particular on this 
occasion. Chairman John very ably stepped up and 
did our introductions, commenting in passing that we 
were delighted to be singing to such a large 
audience, and all of them still breathing! That 
brought a laugh and set a relaxed tone for the rest of 
the afternoon’s performance. The second man was of 
course our man for all seasons - our very own 
Founder Member and Life President Mr. Frank 
Taylor. 

This wonderful man who is characterised by quietly 
getting on with the job, quietly got on with this job 
and took us through our programme with effortless 
competence. Really, I ask you, what would this Club 
be without him? 

The audience was indeed large. There were three 
lines of tables stretching the whole length of the hall, 
and all the places filled. We made ourselves some 
space in the only free corner of the room, feeling 
very cosy in the process. Audiences of such size and 
of such warm responsiveness indubitably bring the 
best out of us. We sang our hearts out and they 
received it in reciprocal measure. 

We wondered if it might be an audience who would 
like to sing a bit themselves. Frank, in great wisdom, 
decided to have a gentl go at Bella Mama in the first 

set and decide from there about the Singing, 
Swinging and Marching trio in the second set. The 
first went well and was enthusiastically received, so 
we did attempt the second, with not quite the same 
finesse it has to be said but with great gusto and 
enjoyment none-the-less. 

Somewhere in the proceedings one of our often 
unsung heroes stepped forward and charmingly but 
compellingly persuaded the audience that they really 
did need our CD (two for the price of one in fact) as 
Christmas presents and the like. There were seven 
converts on the day! Well done Brian Showell. 
Another oft unsung hero is Roy, who coupled 
pitching with an excellent contribution as the sole 
voice on the tenor line. Such talent! 

After our performances a superb cup of Wilmington 
tea, very welcome after all that singing, was served 
in the only space available - the kitchen, but that in 
itself made for snugness and joviality. 

All in all we felt we had sung well, given a good 
account of ourselves, pleased our audience no end 
and contributed handsomely to the Christmas spirit 
of the occasion. We were given many a compliment 
as we left. Yes, no doubt about it, such nice people 
live in Wilmington! 

David Southgate 

In my back yard for once! Ct’d 

It’s the way he tells them. 

Audience participation 
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Acafellas’ first singout of 2017 
Chislehurst Rotary Club party,14 January 

It didn’t bode well for the leads. Sir Jack – my 
comfort blanket – had called in sick, so he was most 
likely huddled beneath a comfort blanket of his own. 
Furthermore, we had been informed that our 
audience would not be fed until we had finished our 
performance. 

Visions of ravenous Chislehurst Rotarians, poised to 
tear us limb from limb if we exceeded our allotted 
half-hour, flashed before our eyes. So, no pressure 
then. Colin led us through the large room which had 
tables and chairs at both sides, filled with what 
looked like a hungry audience. It had the appearance 
of a trap. 

We hit the floor running with Can’t Buy Me Love 
and worked our way through our standard repertoire, 
keeping one eye on the clock at the end of the room, 
one eye on Colin and one eye on the exit. It is not 
generally known that the main audition requirement 
to be an Acafella is to be in possession of three eyes. 
All seemed to go well as we included the now 
hollow-eyed audience in the fun with the round I 
Wanna Sing/When the Saints/Swing Low, which was 
well received despite the fact that a few members of 
the audience appeared to be salivating. 

With time running out we gave them I’m Into 
Something Good which went smoothly until the coda 
where there was an uncertainty in the leads from 
whom I am sure that I detected a pathetic cry of 
‘Jack!’ (So you can see, Ryan, it wasn’t your fault 
after all, at the Children in Need concert.) However, 
the audience seemed unaware of our little blip. 

As we roared into the ever faithful Amarillo, with the 
Rotarians now sensing that the food would soon be 
forthcoming, participatory hand-clapping was 
exuberant, including some in the right places. With 
goodwill the audience even purchased seven copies 
of our CD (only 735 to go) and we exited to a 
strangely grateful ovation. 

All in all, a successful performance, with Colin 
conducting them, and us, with his customary 
assurance and good nature, and David’s witty and 
erudite announcements ensuring that they were well 
entertained. 

Brian Showell 

I think it says “Don’t call us...” 

I wanna sing .. . Or was that eat? 

Into the arena 

 

Ramblings 

Dingbats 
 

1    STEP   
 STEP STEP  STEP 

    

2   F 

  I 

     JOB 

    

3 DETECTIVES HOARDERS  

 DEFEATISTS MOURNERS  
John Sollitt 

 
Answers on Page 13 
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Hi, it's Finley - you probably all know my mum. 
She's the one that I 
always drag along to 
rehearsals and she sits 
at the back for three 
hours, offering 
energetic 
encouragement from 
behind a book (apart 
from that time she fell 
asleep...). 

You probably wouldn't think, based on that evidence, 
that she'd be a marathon runner… and you'd be right: 
I prefer to call it a determined trot but that doesn't 
make it any less impressive to me that she manages 
to cover over 26 miles in the same time that it takes 
me to get up, get dressed, have breakfast, buy myself 
a milkshake and wander through Brighton to position 
myself by the finish to cheer her over the line - about 
7 hours. That's if the last time (April 2015) was 
anything to go by. 

Anyway, that's enough about the person doing the 
running; more about why she's chosen to do it all 
again in April. 

I quite often ask myself why anyone would put 
themselves through such an ordeal, because I can't 
think of anything less fun, but in this case I 
understand exactly why she is doing it. That's 
because I was there myself to see where the money 
is going and why it is such a worthwhile cause. 

Over the summer I spent a whole month working in 
a children’s home in Chennai, southern India. I had 
no particular remit in terms of what to do with the 
children, other than to help them with their English, 
which meant I spent most of my time playing games 
that we'd chosen to bring. These ranged from out 
and out hits like Jenga, which ticked the two boxes 
that are key to a “fun” and “harmonic” environment: 
fun for the children and easy to control for the adults 
- to Play‑Doh! 

Play‑Doh was more of a mixed bag; despite 
thoroughly ticking, colouring-in and shading-outside 
the “fun” box, the idea was slightly lacking in the 
“easy-to-control” department. Instead of going into 
the grisly details of the Key-Stage-2 anarchy, since 
dubbed “the Play‑Doh riot”, I'll leave it at this: 
Play‑Doh was promptly restricted to Wednesday 
afternoons ONLY, when mum was there to jump to 
my aid if things got out of hand. 

Of course, whilst I was out there, I also tried to 
make the most of my skills, as well as doing a 
certain amount of singing. Before we left we asked 
some members of the Kentones for advice on what 
songs we could take and eventually settled on a 
small selection of simple tunes to fill a quiet Sunday 
afternoon. We didn’t quite anticipate the eagerness 

An Indian Summer 
Marathon fund raising for Bateman’s 

A Sunday afternoon session with the girls of the infant class who 
live on the premises (the boys live in a separate flat) 

Finley with members of his infants class 
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with which this task would be grasped, but the 
children surprised us as, suddenly, a quiet Sunday 
afternoon activity escalated to twenty or so 4-14 
year olds all crowded around my miniscule 
keyboard, with posters hung along the walls so that 
everyone could see the words. Obviously, eagerness 
of infants by no means guarantees quality 
(especially with my conducting...) but the children 
all seemed to really enjoy themselves, which is 
definitely the main thing. My mum described it as a 
“happy noise” but Ryan and Pete might have run 
away crying! 

Now, I know there are many calls for supporting 
less fortunate children abroad, and the perennial 
question is, how do we know the children will 
actually benefit from our money?  

In this case, we have seen for ourselves. This very 
special children’s home is staffed by an amazing 
team of dedicated staff, including two sisters who 
have spent most waking moments there for the last 
10 years, two adults who were raised in the home 
themselves and have chosen to make it their career, 
and others. 

The wonderful children have survived some terrible 
experiences which you would not enjoy reading 

A “happy noise” - Finley with friends from around the school 

about here. In this home they are provided with a 
safe secure and loving environment and every 
possible educational opportunity, according to their 
choices and abilities. 

Now that you know a little bit about what we spent 
our summer doing and have come to terms with the 
idea of my mum doing a marathon, I hope you'll 
agree that this is a worthwhile cause and will 
sponsor her generously. If you do then I’ll drop 
plans my for an alternative fundraising idea, a 6am 
Chorus performance at the starting line instead, 
which management has told me might not go down 
too well... 

Finley Barry 

P.S. 

The fundraising page is: 

 https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/SarahBarry
-marathonforbatemans 

or alternatively, any donations given to either of us 
on a Thursday evening will be paid in separately. 

 

The Bateman’s Trust 
supporting disadvantaged children in India 

“Education is key to changing the life of the poorest 
children in India, and the catalyst for positive social 
change. The Bateman’s Trust is a successful UK 
charity working with its partner, the Satkaarya Trust 
in India, to deliver education, secure accommodation 
and welfare to disadvantaged children in Chennai, 
India. Since 1998 The Bateman’s Trust has striven 
to give every child in its care the attention they need 
to be the best they can be – creating a community of 
emotionally and financially independent individuals 
equipped for a life in modern India. This has been 
funded by donations and sponsors from the UK, In-
dia and elsewhere.” 

An extract from the Bateman’s website – Ed. 

A demonstration of Indian dance given by some of the older 
pupils as part of their Indian Independence Day celebration 

School uniforms made by older members 
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Charities 

Message from Sarah Marshall, local PSPA Organiser 

Finally, I am putting to print my heartfelt thanks for the 
generous support you are giving to our local group for 
those living with or loving someone with PSP, a rare, 
debilitating degenerative neurological disease. 

Our group meets bi-monthly at the Polhill Garden 
Centre for tea and biscuits, and to share our experiences, 
information and just chat. I started the group because 
my mum had PSP. 

Before I set the group up we didn’t have the opportunity 
to meet with others who also suffered from the disease 
and I know that it would have been helpful. I like to 
think that our group means others do not have to fight 
this illness on their own. A gesture, I feel, of which my 
mum would approve. 

At this time, there is no treatment and no cure for this 
condition, but coming together helps us accept what is 
happening in our lives, with people who understand but 
also, just for a few hours at least, show that there is 
more to life than just illness. 

I love every minute of our connection with your group, and long may it continue! 

Your passion for song is so present and, as many of you have seen, I am always swept away by your 
performances, be they at rehearsals, performing to our support group, or fundraising in the Glades or at the 
Olde Whyte Lyon pub! There is just something about your music that is truly special and joyous, and I will 
always have a space in my heart for each and every one of you! 

With the help of the monies you have raised, we can confidently fund each and every group meeting for the 
next year, and bravely venture into new events. 

We had our first Christmas party - a lovely afternoon at 
Badgers Mount Memorial Hall, with food, drink and 
entertainment, and an update on the latest research into 
PSP. On the back of its success I am already planning 
our next gathering, a Spring event, so watch this space. 

Our next meeting at Polhill Garden Centre is on 
Wednesday 5th April between 11-1pm. 

Tea and biscuits will be on you! So thank you and 
cheers! 

Love 

Sarah (Marshall) 

Christmas Party with the  Sevenoaks Rock Choir 

Kentones’ Chairman John Sollitt presents Sarah with a donation 
arising from our Christmas fund raising activities at club night on  

19th Jan  2017 

The Kentones’ Christmas singout at the Glades in support of PSPA 
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The More Weight I Gain, the More Cash I Will Raise 
 – pound for pound slimming challenge gives fundraiser an excuse to over-indulge 

A Sundridge man is putting on weight over Christmas – 
so he can shed the extra pounds for good causes in the 
New Year. 

Jon Garrard, 34, has launched a weight loss fundraising 
challenge for the Progressive Supranuclear Palsy Asso-
ciation (PSPA). 

The Church Road resident, who weighs 14 stone, said: 
"I always over-indulge at Christmas. But this year I 
won't feel guilty if I have one more mince pie, an extra 
roast potato or another Christmas drink because the 
more pounds I gain, the more I can lose and the more 
money I'll raise. 

It's a bit of a motivator to shed a few pounds in January. 
And the idea of a pound for a pound hopefully means 
people will donate at least a bit. And it means I won't 
feel quite so bad getting fatter over Christmas – not that 
the NHS would recommend it!" 

The business development director for Pad Creative wanted to raise vital money for the PSPA after his 65-
year-old father, Chris, was diagnosed with the condition last year. 

The illness is an incurable Parkinson's-like neurological disorder caused by the premature loss of nerve cells 
in certain parts of the brain, affecting speech, movement and thinking. The diagnosis was a devastating blow 
for the family. 

So Mr Garrard came up with the idea of the Pound For Pound Challenge – where fundraisers simply pledge 
their target weight loss and ask as many people as possible to sponsor them £1 per lb they lose. His father will 
also be taking part. 

Mr Garrard and his cousins ran the Vitality London 10km for the PSPA in July 2016, and so far they have 
raised £4,600. They wish to boost their total with this challenge. 

James Murphy, voluntary and community fundraiser at the PSPA, said: "When Jon contacted me about the 
Pound for Pound Challenge, I thought it sounded like a brilliant way to raise funds for us. 

New Year is a really important time for us, and Jon's challenge will really start 2017 with a bang. 

He and his family have worked really hard in raising both funds and awareness of PSPA, and for this we are 
truly grateful. 

We rely solely on voluntary donations, and the money raised really will make a difference to those living with 
PSP. 

The funds support our team of specialist care advisers, fund our helpline information services, support our lo-
cal groups which are organised solely by volunteers, and fund research into the causes, treatments and eventu-
ally a cure for both of these conditions." 

The PSPA helps 4,000 sufferers of the condition in the UK and their families, and works to find a cure. 

To donate, or take part in the challenge, visit: pspapoundforpoundchallenge.co.uk 

Sian Elvin, Sevenoaks Chronicle 

Jon Garrard, far right, with his cousins Chris and Sarah, and his 
father Chris who suffers from PSP 

The Kentones’ Poppy Appeal 

Thanks to John Sollitt for leading this ap-
peal that raised a total of £194.77 which 
was sent direct to the British Legion. 

Ed. 



 

The Kentonian Page 12 Vol. 5 Iss. 8 

Supporters’ Club 

An Unexpected Christmas Present for 
PSPA 

- December 2016 

We were away at Marsham Court Hotel in 
Bournemouth for Christmas this year, which we 
thoroughly enjoyed. 

The hotel ran many raffles, quizzes and other 
challenges, such as guessing the weight of the 
beautiful Christmas cake made by their chef, for 
which we paid £1-a-go. The hotel had chosen to 
support two charities, BHF and Cancer Research. 
However, the guests were also invited to write their 
own favourite charity on a slip of paper so that the 
proceeds from all the quizzes etc. could be shared. 
Ours, as you can imagine, was the PSPA. Brenda was 
asked to pick a slip out of the hat and surprise, 
surprise, picked our own PSPA! Consequently a 
cheque for £250 has been sent to the PSP Association 
from the hotel. 

Brenda& Barrie 

 
SUPPORTERS' CLUB STRAWBERRY CREAM TEA 

Once again we have been invited to the beautiful garden of Pat and Denis  

Delaroute for an afternoon of sheer indulgence. 

Sunday July 9th from 3pm to 5pm 

at 2 Warren Drive, Chelsfield, BR6 6XE. 

Tickets are £7.00 for Supporters and £8.00 for non Supporters. 

Tickets and further details from Brenda Newman 01689 859359 (e-mail johnbrendanewman@yahoo.com) 

FABULOUS AUTUMN 
QUIZ 

 
COMING SOON 

 
WATCH THIS SPACE 

Good Luck Dick and 
Veronica 

Best wishes to Dick and 
Veronica on moving to their 
new home in East Preston, 
West Sussex  in January. 

The Supporters’ Club 

 

 

The Kentones also add their good wishes and thanks 
for the cakes. 

Ed 

 

Ramblings 
Does This Sound Familiar? 

The highlight of Grandad's week was collecting his Grandaughter and taking her for a drive in his sports car 
each Saturday morning. Their trip through town and country ended at her favourite 'Scottish restaurant' (better 
known to us as McDonalds) and Grandad irritated the friendly staff when he never failed to ask for a McWhop-
per, his favourite joke. 
One day Grandad was laid up in bed with a bad cold and Granny offered to collect their grandaughter and take 
her for her weekly drive. Grandad was upset to miss the treat but at least the child would not be let down. 

The following week he collected his Grandaughter and as Mum and Dad kissed their daughter goodbye the 
child was asked if she had enjoyed last week's trip with her Grandmother. She said immediately that she pre-
ferred being driven by Grandad and that with Granny they hadn't met all the people they normally met. 
Mum and Dad were surprised and asked "Who do you normally meet when you go with Grandad?" The girl 
replied "We meet lots of other drivers: last time we met Maniac, Swine, Bone Head, Twit, and Plonker". 

Bob G 

Not many people know that... 
You may like to know that in our 41 years of existence, we have had 216 members ( of whom 56-odd are still 
with us). 

Just a tailpiece from the archives! 

John Vaughan 
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Club 

That's the way to do it ! 
-Bass part practice 31 January 

The basses in their natural habitat - slumped in an armchair 
with the kettle on! 

John Williams 

New Member Graeme Monk 

Graeme was officially welcomed as a full member of the 
Kentones (Lead) by Ter ry and John at Club- Night on 8th 
December. 

Great to have you with us Graeme. 

Ed 

New member, Graeme Monk receiving his membership certificate 
from Terry Cooke and John Sollitt 

A Birthday Surprise 

When I was thirty, forty and fifty my birthdays 
seemed like a good excuse for a party, but seventy! 
Well, that seemed more like winning a prize for 
lasting so long and not something I particularly 
wished to celebrate. 
Having just got back from 
Spain and then being away 
for two days on business, it 
was determined that we 
would have a family get 
together the following 
Saturday, and that left me 
free to go quietly to the 
Thursday night rehearsal. 

I knew Pat was doing the 
teas that night, but having 
got on the risers I suddenly 
noticed my daughter, 
Rachel, was sat in the 
audience. That was a 
surprise, but later an even 
bigger surprise was the 
birthday cake that appeared; and what a cake!  I later 
discovered that while I had been in Cornwall, Pat 
had baked the cake and Rachel, ably assisted by her 
husband Steve, had decorated it. 

So, from this septuagenarian to Pat and Rachel a big 
thank you for a lovely surprise, and giving me the 
chance to share my big day with fellow 
Barbershoppers! 

Denis Delaroute 

Denis’ 70th Birthday Cake shared with the Club on 26th January. 

Denis lighting the candles 

Answers to Dingbats 

1. Step out of line. 
2. Lie down on the job. 
3. Finders keepers, losers, weepers. 
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A word from our MD, February 2017 

For every chorus, and certainly for their 
music teams, the cycle of the calendar 
provides different challenges and 
opportunities. And no more so than in the 
first quarter of each year. Our contest songs 
are set, both songs are pretty much learnt and 
we all have a sense of anticipation as the new 
chords start to find themselves and each 
member becomes more and more familiar 
and comfortable with the music. This year we 
have the added value of a very clear visual 
plan. I had this idea of putting on a piece of 
real theatre to give BABS at the end of a long 
chorus contest, and was pleased to ask John 
to help create a visual plan and make the idea 
come to life. In his usual style, John has 
executed the plan with great energy and 
presented the plan to the chorus in a way that 
has enthused everyone, so my thanks to John, 
and I know that Bob will also be assisting us 
in the months to come. 

This year sees the introduction of the new 
performance category, and I for one am 
welcoming and embracing the changes with 
open arms. I actually think that this new 
category will suit us, and will be very much a 
dynamic that Ryan and I aim to install as an 
integral part of our singing quality. 
Unfortunately neither Ryan nor I were able to 
attend Directors Academy this year, but I 
have been able to have access to some 
important video material taken from the 
weekend. By the time you read this, we will 
have shown a presentation on the new 
performance category at rehearsal, but for 
any members who missed that evening, I 
hope we can make the presentation available 
to you, as it is crucial that every single one of 
you is clear about what this new performance 
category is all about and what they are 
looking for from us as performers/singers. 

Our sound is improving all the time, and this 
is due to a combination of things, including 
of course Ryan`s focus and energy as well as 
our collective decision not to let standards 

drop, and the fantastic commitment and 
attitude that you display each week and 
between rehearsals. Section rehearsals, great 
teaching material, strong rehearsal planning 
and a new work ethic, not to mention a 
renewed confidence and belief, are all 
contributing towards improved sound and 
consistency. We are raising the bar, and you 
are more than rising to it, for which I and 
Ryan are greatly appreciative. 

The “Oliver” package is coming on nicely 
and we have just received the new tracks for 
Who Will Buy. We aim to have this, together 
with Where is Love and Consider Yourself, 
ready for our return to Top Choir Kent in 
April. And as this goes to print we are 
looking to add a fourth song which will be 
another step towards us producing a full set; 
another first for the chorus and a clear vision 
which I hope will be attractive to both 
members and audiences alike. 

Our forthcoming education day with 
Reckless is the next par t of the Music 
Team’s plan, and in preparation for this we 
are asking you all to think about how you 
feel you could most benefit from a session 
with one ( or more ) of the quartet; this day is 
designed to fit around you. 

As a Music Team, we work hard on behalf of 
yourselves, and my thanks go to Tim Priddin, 
Simon Bird, Colin Couves, John Williams, 
Alan Lamprell, Tim Sowter, Sir Jack, and the 
American chap for providing such depth of 
talent and passion. May I also pay gratitude 
to Roy and Frank for the great job they do as 
our fantastic pitch men. 

I am looking forward to the next 4 months; 
this really is the business end of our calendar; 
come on gentlemen let`s “bring it on”! 

Yours, in harmony 

Peter 

Music Team 
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Chairman’s Corner - February 2017 

A belated Happy New Year to you all. 

It seems just a very short while since we were 
looking forward to Christmas doesn’t it? 

On 15th December, we made our annual visit to 
the Whyte Lyon and collected £106.52. 

Then we had our traditional Christmas singout at 
The Glades in Bromley on Sunday 18th December 
in support of our chosen charity the PSPA, and 
collected £642.01. The Kentones have now made 
donations to the PSPA totalling an impressive 
£1342.01 since October. There is an article and 
some photos in this edition from Sarah Marshall, 
organiser of the local PSPA Group. 

The two songs for Convention are well ahead in 
terms of learning, and more intensive coaching 
weekends are planned, the first of which is 
4th/5th March at Eltham College. 

This year, as winners of the Competition last year, 
we are invited to perform again in the Top Choir 
Kent Gala Concert (not a competition) at the 
Shirley Hall in Canterbury on 8th April. Tickets 
are available online direct with the venue. Book 
now to avoid disappointment! 

The BABS annual Convention in Bournemouth is 
just 3 months away! Many of us are staying at the 
same hotel so hopefully this year we will have 
some Afterglow time, which was not feasible last 
year, as you will recall. I have secured a room for 
our rehearsal on the Saturday. 

All Supporters are, of course, welcome as always. 
Details nearer the time. 

I remind you that we still need to fill the role of 
Deputy Chairman, an essential part of the 
management of your Club. If you have an interest, 
then please speak with me for information. 

Steve Beaney and Peter Aylett, both long 
serving members, have now made the decision to 
become non-singing members of the Club. I have 
written to them both on behalf of the Club 
thanking them for their contributions over many 
years. 

We are always looking to recruit new members, 
and we have had a couple of new guys attending in 
recent weeks. Please encourage others, at every 
opportunity, to give Barbershop a try. What have 
they to lose, and what could they gain? 

John Sollitt  

Performance 
The winds they are a-changing! 

And not just because of our 
great new sound (thanks to 
Peter and Ryan). 

There is a new category for 
performance and we aim to 
embrace this fully and give the 
end of the competition 
something to remember. 

I've been blown away by you 
all with the response to the 
vision and subsequently the 
model, and I'd like to thank you 
for your support. 

Now then - this only works if 
we all buy in to the idea and if 
you get the opportunity please 
do try to watch the 1968 film 
musical Oliver with Ron 
Moody as Fagin. 

Some of you are already on the 
way with the vision, especially 
our Mr Havers. 

Soon Bob and I will speak to and help you 
individually so we look the part. 

More info soon but in the meantime... 

Consider yourself ... one of us !! 

John Williams  

Where did you get 
that hat? - David 
Havers getting in 

character 

Just part of the draft visual plan - work in progress 
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Kentones Diary Dates 

Date Time Function Venue 

Sat 04 - Sun 05 Mar 17 9.00 am Coaching Weekend, voice Junior School Hall, Eltham College, SE9 4RN 

Sat 01 - Sun 02 Apr 17 9.00 am Coaching Weekends, Convention Junior School Hall, Eltham College, SE9 4RN 

Sat 08 Apr 17 tba Top Choir Kent - Gala Concert Shirley Hall, Canterbury, CT1 2EA 

Sun 07 May 17 10.00 am Dress rehearsal for Convention Junior School Hall, Eltham College, SE9 4RN 

Fri 26 - Mon 29 May 17 n/a BABS 43rd Convention Bournemouth International Centre, BH2 5BH 

Fri 07 Jul 17 tbc RBLI event tbc tbc possibly Aylesford, Kent 

Sat 14 Oct 17 tba Show tbc Stag Theatre, Sevenoaks TN13 1ZZ 

Thu 11 Nov 17 2.00 pm DCF Sidcup Baptist Church, Main Rd., DA14 6PA 

Sun 17 Dec tba Christmas Charity Singout The Glades, Bromley, BR1 1DN 

Sat 28 - Sun 29 Apr 18 tba Residential coaching weekend University of Kent, Canterbury 

 

INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP OF THE KENTONES OR SUPPORTERS? 

NEED ENTERTAINMENT FOR AN EVENT OR FUNCTION? 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.thekentones.org 

 

The Kentones 

Honorary Life President – Frank Taylor 

Club Nights - Thursdays 7.30 pm at St. Paul’s Church Hall, Crofton Road, Orpington, Kent, BR6 8JE 

Main Committee: -   Music Committee: -   

Chairman - John Sollitt Music Director - Peter Kennedy 

Deputy Chairman - vacant Asst. Music Director - Ryan Jensen 

Secretary - John Vaughan Music Team Secretary - Tim Priddin 

Treasurer - Les Moore Co-opted Member - John Rayfield 

Membership Sec. - Terry Cooke Part Leaders Lead - Jack Willoughby 

Public Relations Officer - Brian Showell  Asst. Lead - vacant 

Performance Sec. - Alan Lucking  Bass - John Williams 

Co-opted Member - vacant  Tenor - Tim Sowter 

Almoner   Colin Couves  Baritone - Ryan Jensen 

The Kentonian Magazine:- published QUARTERLY 

Editor:  Colin Barnes   

Consultant / Sub Editor:  David Tindall   

Assistant Editor  Sam Newlove-Agbonlahor   

All Club material intended for publication: Proof reading - David Tindall - Graphic information - Al Horton 

Copy Deadline for next issue: Thu 25th May 2017 
PLEASE SUBMIT ALL MATERIAL TO THE EDITOR AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE 

Acafellas 

Chorus Director – Colin Couves 
Meetings:– alternate Tuesdays, 10.00am to 12.00 noon at Chelsfield Methodist Church, BR6 6HD 

Acafellas Diary Dates 

Date Time Function Venue 

Sun 02 Jul 17 3.30 pm Garden Party 6, Edwards Rd., Biggin Hill, TN16 3HL 

Sat 06 Jan 18 tba Chislehurst Rotary Club, Party Chislehurst Village Hall, BR7 5PE 

 

http://www.thekentones.org

