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The Kentones Sing at Leeds 
Castle 

The audience of over ten thousand heading for the arena for this year’s Leeds Castle 
Classical Concert. 
 
This year the Kentones were given the honour of opening the 2016 Leeds Castle Classical Concert and a rare opportunity to 
perform on stage to an audience of thousands, courtesy of Heritage Events. There were also a few other star attractions, including 
the Royal Philharmonic Concert Orchestra, a Spitfire flying display (courtesy of Aero Legends), the Definitive Rat Pack and a 
firework display! 

The Royal Philharmonic Concert Orchestra  with Conductor John Rigby 
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Leeds Castle Classical concert 2016 
It Was a Night, Oh What a Night It Was 

So sang Elvis (and others), and what better way to describe the 
Leeds Castle experience? Apart from the sheer thrill of singing 
to the largest audience we're ever likely to have 
(approx.12,000), it had everything:- a perfect summer's 
evening, stirring 
music, stunning 
fireworks, a truly 
magnificent sunset 
and a brilliant 
Spitfire display by 
one of the Battle of 
Britain Memorial 
Flight (BBMF) 
pilots (ex Red 
Arrows) - all in a 
breathtakingly 
beautiful setting. A 
Hollywood 
producer couldn't 
have asked for 
more. (But, being 
well-known for my 
pedantry, I would 
venture one mild 
criticism: why did 
the RPCO play only 
the first part of 
Walton's "Spitfire Prelude and Fugue"? Instead, they segued 
into Eric Coates' "Dambusters' March" - more appropriate for a 
Lancaster display!) 

After doing our bit, and changing back into our "blues" (no 
easy feat in that overcrowded tent) Charley, Jack and I set off to 
try and locate our WAGS and Supporters in the multitude - 
needles and haystacks sprang to mind. 

On our way, we had a chance encounter with Aled Jones. What 
a nice chap - no conceit, and very willing to stop for a chat. He 
spoke of the challenges of open air singing, and I told him I'd 
heard him perform at a Remembrance Day parade in Whitehall 
some years ago, which he recalled somewhat ruefully! He told 
us he'd heard some of our rehearsal, and had been impressed. 
(Pity he spoiled it later when he told the audience that the P. 
and O. was his favourite choir!). 

Charley having headed for the car park and home, Sir 

The star of the show flies off into the 
sunset! 

She’s over there...somewhere! - stageside view of the 
audience as it assembled and settled in for the evening. 

Leeds Castle, 9th July 

The long awaited Saturday finally arrived and, armed with 
wrist bands and parking passes, we all congregated at the 
designated Leeds Castle car park. I have to admit I was 
wondering whether the day’s arrangements would actually 
happen as planned, following our experience of the event last 
year. 

However, all was well as we made our way to the stage area, 
behind which was a large tent with changing facilities for us. 
Complimentary tea, coffee and drinking water was laid on, so 
we spent the next hour or so getting changed and chatting 
amongst ourselves. I did hear that one of our members forgot 
his white shirt and was able to borrow one from ‘Dean Martin’. 
How lucky was that! 

We now come to our performance. It seemed difficult to find 
anyone who knew when the various performers could do sound 
tests on stage, and more importantly, when it would be our 
turn. Peter did his best to keep us informed, but then what he 
had been told didn’t happen. How he kept his cool was quite 
remarkable. 

Suddenly, at about 5.30, we were ushered on stage and had to 
squeeze onto quite a small area towards the front. Peter had to 
perch on what looked like the very edge of the stage, with a 
10feet drop behind. 

We sang a couple of bars of Almost Like Being in Love, and 
the technicians made adjustments to the various microphones 
above our heads. We were then announced as ‘mike warmers’ 
and we were away. 

The sound around us was amazing, and any fears that I had felt 
about the apparent lack of organisation and the problems of 
singing outside immediately disappeared. I thoroughly enjoyed 
our session, and it was over all too quickly. I can remember 
only a couple of previous occasions when I have experienced a 
similar feeling, and I’ll never forget it. I can only think that our 
performance was due to Peter’s direction, us watching him all 
the time, or the professional sound system. I’ll settle for a bit of 
all three.  

Frank Taylor 

The Definitive Rate Pack - spot the shirt? 

Peter with Kentones at front of stage - no safety net! 
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Jack and I proceeded on our way, still searching vainly for 
any familiar faces. We were stopped several times by kind folk 
who said nice things about the Kentones' performance. One of 
these was a young lady who, much to our surprise, asked if 
either of us was single. Having established our respective 
marital status and learned that Jack was right off limits, she then 
asked if she could 
have my phone 
number, as she was 
looking for someone 
to go out with - her 
mother! (I didn't dare 
ask Mum's age, but 
most of my BBHC 
"mates" reckoned she 
must have been at 
least 95.) I declined as 
politely as possible, 
whereupon the lady 
bestowed a smacking 
kiss upon me and 
departed (somewhat 
unsteadily, I 
thought.) Ah, the 
trials of showbiz... 

David Tindall 

Backstage with compere Aled Jones 

What a day... 

Whaaaaaat aaaa day this has been, what a rare mood I’m in...! 

This opening line to our familiar song just about sums up the 
experience of our first ever appearance on the Leeds Castle 
stage. These words were also those we sang for the sound 

check, fully expecting to leave the stage and return a short 
while later for the beginning of the show. But, as PK said in the 
moments before we took to the stage, “expect things to change 
at the last minute.” Well, they did. Sound check over and we 
were immediately introduced as the show commenced. Four 
songs later and it was all over.  

A memorable day I’m sure for everyone - including all our 

The view from the stage 

Supporters. I don’t think any of us will forget the warmup 
session in the marquee in competition with the solo oboeist, and 
then the two mortars being fired to announce the opening of the 
public gates. That was some bang! And then, 10 minutes later, 
the sight of thousands of people streaming into the 
amphitheatre from the car parks was quite incredible. 

This is an event that has been going for 38 years so, as you 
would expect, the organisation was polished and meticulously 
planned. Just one thought for the future - the changing room for 
all the male performers was about the size of my garage! That’s 
40 of us and the RPCO - it was cosy to say the least. Maybe the 
emails this morning (the Sunday after) give some indication of 
the chaos in there. One lost waistcoat, one forgotten white shirt, 
one extra bow tie etc. ... 

I nearly forgot - I was just 
standing outside the 
performers’ tent waiting 
for others to get changed 
before we left, and there 
was this youthful looking 
chap in a black shirt just 
sitting alone enjoying a 
cup of tea. Thinking that 
he had not seen us on 
stage I jokingly said that 
he’d missed the best 
performance so far. “No” 

he said, “I was out front 
and heard you - you 
sounded great”. That 
was nice of him. I think 
he said his name was Aled someone or other. 

A final word. A group of us left shortly after our 
performance and before the main events of the evening, 
and as we were walking through the crowds several 
people said how much they had enjoyed our performance 
and said we had sounded great. In fact one young lady 
programme seller was so enthusiastic about us I felt 
compelled to part with a fiver. Excellent day! 

Adrian Emes 

Peter Kennedy on stage with the Kentones 

This is the moment! 

Compere Aled Jones chatting with 
Kentones backstage 
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Acafellas Singouts 

The Primrose Proms garden party, 
Saturday 2nd July 

We were delighted to welcome the Acafellas back for a second 
visit to entertain us at our annual charity event in aid of the 
local Primrose Centre for breast cancer support. 

With the weather generally being pretty erratic, we were very 
lucky indeed, for after a heavy shower early in the afternoon, 
the evening, although chilly, remained dry with sunny spells! 

The singing was much appreciated 
by everyone. Generosity for the raf-
fle and the matched funding from 
Barclays Bank has enabled us to 
donate £3,665 to the charity – with 
no official government funding this 
amount is very much appreciated to 
help ensure its long term future. 

Many thanks to all the Acafellas 
who gave up their Saturday to sing 
for us. 

Maureen and Ted Williams 

 

Allison (viola) and Matthew  (Classical Guitar) also de-
lighted listeners with a varied selection of Jazz and Clas-

sical music during the course of the evening - Ed 

Host Maureen Williams 
with John Sollitt 

....and the others 

The Trefoil Guild Garden Party, Cudham, 
Thursday 7th July 

Sounding a little horse? 
Honor Oak Retirement Home Garden Party, Sutton 

at Hone, Saturday 13th August 

Thomas Phillipot Almshouses’ Fish and Chip Sup-
per, Eltham, Monday 15th August 
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Music At The Park, the Kentones’ 40th Anniversary Show 
Langley Park School Performing Arts Centre, Saturday 24th September 

Fantastic 40th Anniversary Show 
Saturday 24th September 2016 is a day that will live long 
in our memories. What a Show! What a venue! What an 
atmosphere! What a reception! The Club’s 40th Anniver-
sary could not have been celebrated more worthily. 
It is difficult to believe the magnificent auditorium at 
Langley Park is actually part of a school complex. The 
Langley boys are incredibly lucky! Rarely do we perform 
in a venue where we are so intimate with our audience. 
We were here, and they were just there, barely a few feet 
away. The absence of a raised stage meant there was no 
barrier and no interruption between us, nothing in the 
way. The freedom this gave to interact with the audience 
provided just that relaxed, casual atmosphere in which 
Barbershop performances thrive. 
We had assembled earlier in the afternoon with excite-
ment brimming over, and immediately appreciated the 
spacious changing facilities we were afforded. Our warm-
up on the set was disciplined and efficient and then, an 
unexpected bonus, we stayed on for The Dots’ (formerly 
The Vintage Cats) warm-up. My, they are good. We 
grabbed a most welcome cup of tea, courtesy of Sue 
Couves, stoked up with our packed “lunch” and there we 
were, all ready for the evening’s fun. 

Dale’s resounding introductions wafted through to us as 
we waited in the dark. The curtains sprang apart and there 
was our audience, cheering and applauding. Suddenly the 
lighting reversed. We were bathed in light, our fans invis-
ible in darkness. What a day this has been! suddenly filled 
the auditorium with barbershop delight. This is why our 
families and friends had come. The feast of barbershop 
had truly begun. Our set was well received with particu-
larly spontaneous applause for our rendition of This is the 
moment. It had all come together wonderfully. The audi-
ence loved it. All credit to Peter and Ryan, their hard 
work is definitely paying off. 
Somewhere along the line we got changed, quietly crept 
into the balcony to listen to some of the other perfor-
mances, caught up with friends during the interval, 
cheered like mad when Roger Chick won the top prize in 
the raffle, settled back in the gallery to hear some of the 
second half, and before long there were our boys! HQ, in 
the form of John, Michael, Peter and Ryan. 

What amazing voices, and what amazing sounds they 
made! We were so proud of them. They are definitely 
going places. Watch out Bournemouth, they’re coming! 
We found it very hard to tear ourselves away when it was 
time to prepare for our second set, but prepare we did and 
took our places on the risers ready to close the Show. The 
audience were at bursting point by this time, whipped up Sue Couves and Supporters keeping the  Kentones on their feet 

Peter Kennedy with the Kentones at the conclusion of their first set, joined by members of Langley Park Barbershop Chorus for the 
final number 

HQ at Langley Park, left to right, Peter Kennedy (tenor), Mike 
Potts (lead), John Williams (bass) and Ryan Jensen (bari) 
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A Concert to mark Forty 
Years of the Kentones 

This concert was joyful. From the 
introduction by compere Dale 
Kynaston to the very end of this de-
lightful evening the audience was 
enthralled. 

I really admire all the gentlemen 
who make up the Kentones, not only 
do they sing acappella but they know 
all the lyrics. As someone who sings 
in a choir, how do they do it? We 
seem to find it very difficult to put 
down the score. 

The Langley Park Boys Breakfast 
Barbershop were a wonder ! May-
be later in life they will bring new blood to the Kentones. 

I loved the NHS Choir - they sang from the heart. They also 
sang without the score in front of them and knew all the lyrics. 
Admirable!! 

The Langley Park Boys School Dance Band were really cool 
dudes! So much talent there. Their programme was excellent. 

Compere Dale Kynaston 

by all the quality performances they had enjoyed. No 
wonder our second set absolutely sizzled. 

The response to the first outing of Something Good was 
spontaneous and heartening, but typical of the general 
response we received all round. We sent the audience on 
their way with Amarillo, of course, but what a send off it 
was! Barbershop ecstasy had been raised to fever pitch. 
When is the next Show? 

David Southgate 

PK with the Kentones during their second set 

The HQ Barbershop Quartet, was wonderful - well blended 
voices, great singing. The quality of breath control and phrasing 
was excellent. 

The Dots, I loved all the ‘forties songs, very familiar of course. 
All three voices blended well, a very enjoyable programme. 

In all it was a great evening, showing joy in music making 
which is infectious! 

Congratulations to the Kentones for 40 glorious years! 

Congratulations to Mr Barrie Newman for his introduction to A 
Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square and Mr Frank Taylor who 
explained how the Kentones started. 

Marjorie Parker 

HQ barbershop quartet 

The Dots with Kentones chairman John Sollitt 

The NHS Choir ([publicity photograph) 
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What a Lovely Evening Concert 

On 24th September a concert was held at the Langley Park 
School for Boys, and what a special treat it turned out to be. 

The Kentones chorus started the evening off with some lovely 
songs from the past, followed by the school’s own jazz swing 
band, comprised of 16 boys, playing a mix of theme tunes and 
songs from recent years. 

Following on were songs sung by Lewisham's NHS Choir, and 
later in the evening the Dots trio sang songs made famous by 
the Andrews Sisters during the Second World War. 

During the evening, the Kentones 
made a further appearance singing 
songs from their extensive repertoire. 

A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley 
Square was a song made famous 
during the war years and movingly 
introduced by Mr Barrie Newman (a 
former member of the chorus for over 
twenty-six years) who brought to our 
attention its British composer. He 
explained its background of Allied 
servicemen from all countries on 
leave in London encountering 
romance, however brief. 

The Langley Park school concert hall is a lovely venue for such 
a concert, and we thank the organisers for making the evening 
such a success. 

Pat and Terry Owen 

Barrie Newman 

Congratulations from Mayor of Bromley 

Just a note of sincere thanks for your invitation to the “Music at 
the Park” Kentones’ 40th Birthday celebration event on 

Saturday night at Langley Park. 

What an amazing event, and a huge well done to you and all 
your team for putting on such an exciting and amazing concert, 
full of energy, good music and entertainment. As I said to you 
in the dressing room, the evening ranks in the top three of the 
320 events I have attended so far. 

I cannot congratulate you enough and I look forward to the 
opportunity of hearing you again in the future. Also to your 
supporting musicians, who added so much to the evening’s 
entertainment. 

Please pass on my thanks to all who made Saturday the success 
it was: I hope you had a very restful Sunday! 

Ian F Payne 
Mayor 

London Borough of Bromley 

Congratulations from Cllr Kim Botting 

On 24th September we attended the Kentones’ Concert held at 
Langley Park Boys School - the Kentones were celebrating 
their 40th Anniversary. 

The Kentones really are the Top Choir Kent 2016. They have a 
most beautiful and harmonious tone which we found most 
soothing and relaxing to listen to. The Chorus sang such songs 
as Almost Like Being in Love, Shenandoah, This is the 
Moment, Over the Rainbow, Happy Together, A Nightingale 
Sang in Berkeley Square, (introduced beautifully by Barrie 
Newman, a longstanding Kentone), I'm Into Something Good, 
Do You Hear the People Sing? and my favourite - Is This the 
Way to Amarillo? 

There were some other excellent acts, but I would highly 
recommend that people book the Kentones for an uplifting and 
enjoyable evening. 

Many thanks. 

Kim Botting  
Councillor for Orpington Ward 

Editorial 
Welcome to the September edition of the Kentonian. By 
the time you read this it will be November – though it 
still covers the events from June, July and August. How-
ever, production was delayed partly to cover important 
events in September, partly for personal reasons and part-
ly from delays and difficulties in collecting material. 

This has been a very busy and eventful period, the high-
lights being our appearance at The Leeds Castle Classical 
Concert in July and our show in September, together with 
making a new CD, its recording in July and then mixing 
and mastering in August. Meanwhile Acafellas have con-
tinued with singouts through the summer months under 
the able direction of Colin Couves, with the Supporters 
ably abetting our activities, including holding a delicious 
Strawberry Tea in July. 

On a more individual basis, we are seeing the emergence 
of two new quartets, Head Quarters, or HQ and Sound 
Alliance. I’m not quite sure if HQ is officially a Ken-
tones venture or  not, but it’s at least 50% Kentones and 
I like to think that the other 50% are Kentones at heart. 
There has also been BABS Harmony College, an event 
that involved three of us this year, and which has seen a 
regular Kentones presence over the years it has been run-
ning. 

And last, but not least, the AGM at the end of September, 
which saw the return of John Sollitt as chairman, the re-
election of the committee and the selection of a new char-
ity, the Progressive Supranuclear Palsy Association 
(PSPA). It was been the culmination of a very busy and 
productive year. 

Peter Kennedy was unanimously elected to continue as 
MD, and we look forward with eager anticipation to an-
other year as he leads us into learning new songs, devel-
oping our sound, and Convention in Bournemouth. We 
also watch for the progress of HQ, especially as they go 
into the preliminary heat of the national contest in early 
November, and wish them well. 

To return to the delay of this quarter’s issue. I am begin-
ning to question whether the Kentonian is sustainable in 
its current format with the current level of support. I am 
enormously grateful to those of you who write articles, 
many very good articles, but it has been hard work to find 
coverage for some important and significant events that I 
believe should be recorded, particularly if this publication 
is to have any meaning and justify its cost to the Club. 
Good photographs have also been very difficult to obtain 
– it is almost impossible to be a member of the chorus 
and take photographs at the same time, and I do think a 
good picture is worth a thousand words. I am also con-
cerned at the amount of time this task is beginning to take 
me. If I may misuse words from a well known song: 

...When the autumn weather turns the leaves to flame 

One hasn't got time for the waiting game 

Oh, the days dwindle down to a precious few 

September, November... 

(from lyrics by Maxwell Anderson for September Song) 

Best wishes. 

Colin Barnes, Editor 



 

The Kentonian Page 8 Vol. 5 Iss. 6 

“Paul, can you fit about 40 blokes into your studio?” Thus 
began negotiations for the Kentones’ last CD in 2010. “No, of 
course not, why?” I then explained our ambitions and Paul 
Riley suggested that we could use the Proper Records 
warehouse which had good acoustics and sufficient space, and 
From the Edge was the result. 

Fast forward a few years 
to a Proper Records 
Christmas Party, and Paul 
indicated to me that he 
would be able to record us 
remotely, the warehouse 
no longer being available. 
So, helped by Colin 
Couves’ connections at 
Eltham College, the idea 
for This is the Moment 
was conceived. Al Horton 
has once again put his 
creative hat on and 
produced striking artwork 
for the sleeve design, and 
PK has produced liner 
notes, so we are well 
under way. 

My son Miles has agreed to do the mastering, free, at Abbey 
Road Studios, and my friends at Proper Records have agreed to 
handle the manufacturing for a price within touching distance 
of their costs six years ago, so we were all set to go. 

The date was arranged for 17 July – my 75th birthday treat. 

I arrived just 
before 9 a.m. to 
find Paul and his 
assistant Barry 
already there, 
along with the 
always reliable 
Brian Scothern 
with a van full of 
risers. Soon the 
rest of the guys 
turned up, 39 of 
us, including PK. 

The weather, of course, was wonderful as it so often is when 
we are holed up within Eltham College. We were soon feeling 
the heat, and even the ever energetic Mr Kennedy looked ready 
to melt.  

However, by taking a number of judicious rest breaks, we 
managed to sing well enough at one point to cause PK to 
prostrate himself on the floor in ecstasy – much to the surprise 

Recording engineers Barry “Baza” Farmer 
and Paul Riley (right) 

Peter Kennedy with the Kentones during their recording session 
at Eltham College 

CD Artwork by Kentones member 
Al Horton 

of the recording engineers. Ten or eleven new songs were 
recorded as well as just two favourites from the previous CD, 
Shenandoah and the ubiquitous Amarillo. 

The newly formed superstar quartet, HeadQuarters (HQ) (PK, 
Ryan Jensen, John Williams and Mike Potts) recorded The Way 
We Were, re-creating the band-within-a-band concept, so 
beloved of the swing era. This song will possibly appear as a 
“bonus track” on the album. All in all, it was an exhausting but 
thoroughly enjoyable and productive day, with a great deal of 
laughter. 

I would like to thank all 
involved for making my 
75th birthday so 
memorable. As Ronnie 
Scott used to say 
“You’ve made a happy 
man very old”. 

Brian Showell 

HQ, left to right, Peter Kennedy (Tenor), Mike Potts (Lead), 
John Williams (Bass) and Ryan Jensen (Bari) 

A well earned break in the sun 

Another Endeavour 
CD recording 17th July, Eltham College 
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...and so to Abbey Road 
CD mastering 14th August 

This is the moment - our production team on the threshold 

An iconic moment - or research for new choreography steps? 
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              Harmony College 2016 

Ev’ry Day And Ev’ry Night... 
- A first time experience of Harmony College 

“Ev’ry day and ev’ry night...”, the first phrase of one 
of the Audition Chorus songs just about sums up my 
first experience of BABS Harmony College – 
intense. But fun and very rewarding. 

To start at the beginning, it was with some 
trepidation that I made the decision that this year I 
would give Harmony College a try and egged on by 
PK’s comment that most Kentones could cut it with 
the Audition Chorus stream, I thought “Well, why 
not – nothing risked, nothing gained.” After all they 
could only say “No thanks”. So I duly sent in my 
registration form, with course fee (50% of which was 
kindly paid by the Club as this was my first time) and 
waited. 

Back came the acknowledgement and the audition 
piece - first page of one of the two chorus songs, Paul 
Simon’s – Bridge Over Troubled Water (BOTW) 
arranged for barbershop chorus arranged by Greg 
Volk with teach tracks. Being of that era I already 
knew the melody and lyrics, or at least I thought I 
did, so earlier anxieties were calmed and I buckled 
down to learning the bass harmony and recording my 
audition piece – a bit like applying for a Blue dot 
with the Kentones. Recording finally made and mp3 
fired off into cyber space, I waited with bated breath. 

A month or so later, and I had been accepted - joy. 
And there was the link to the rest of the dots and the 
full set of teach-tracks - oh boy! The second song, a 
Lennon-McCartney number Eight Days a Week 
(8DAW) arranged by David Harrington (as sung by 
Ringmasters) was “a bit crazy”, which was how 
Ryan Jensen later described the song. Even BOTW, 
although a relatively singer-friendly arrangement by 
comparison, was to prove deceptive. Well, no pain 
no gain, as they say... 

But to digress slightly. For those with no previous 
knowledge of Harmony College, most Barbershop 
newbies would probably elect to join one of the two 
chorus streams, the College Chorus or the Audition 
Chorus Stream. There are other streams, such as 
Directing, Extreme Quartet and Personal 
Development, but my impression was that they were 
aimed at singers who had been singing for a while, 
had been to Harmony College a few times and knew 
of specific aspects of barbershop singing that they 
wanted to focus on. 

Both chorus streams had to learn two songs in 
advance so that they could spend most of Friday and 
Saturday with professional coaches working the 
songs up to a performance standard for the Saturday 
night show. Each chorus stream spends most of its 
time working on its songs, including a review on 

Sunday morning following the performance, but 
have a couple of opportunities to sample a session 
running for the other streams. The main difference 
between the two chorus streams is that the Audition 
Chorus, as the name implies, involves an audition to 
get on it and is angled towards more experienced 
singers. It was introduced because the College 
Chorus was becoming oversubscribed. 

This year, as in recent years, Harmony College was 
held on the Jubilee Campus of Nottingham 
University, a new build part of the university and 
home to the Business School. As in life, 
administrators and management always somehow 
end up with a cushy lifestyle – but in this instance I 
wasn’t complaining. All meals and courses were 
held in this complex and our rooms in Newark hall 
were literally on the other side of the campus road. 

My weekend started on Thursday evening when we 
were introduced to our coach and MD for the 
weekend, Jo Cerutti, of Alexandria Harmonisers 
fame.(The College Chorus, incidentally, had Duncan 
Whinyates and Andy Funnell from Reckless - a 
surfeit of riches.) The first hint of “issues” with 
8DAW were aired, but we would carry on with it. 
The main issues were around the vocal range and, 
particularly, the difficulty of learning to string the 
two bridges and three refrains together; a nightmare, 
as the song has no narrative, just the repetition of the 
same key phrases with slight differences of 
emphasis, rhythm and tuning. At least, that’s how 
this musical novice describes it, but while it seemed 
relatively easy to learn the individual bits, stringing 
them together proved to be a major memory 
challenge over the course of the weekend for many 
of us and would require some drastic last minute 
editing for the show. 

Nottingham University Jubilee Campus - modern buildings and 
cutting edge facilities 
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The next day, and we were down to business. Jo was 
clearly taking no prisoners and riser discipline was 
strict – you were there to sing 
and were making-the-face and 
breathing through the first sound 
as the pitch was sounded and 
ready for the off. It was to be an 
amazing two days, experiencing 
how other top choruses achieved 
their high standards. Learning 
was aided by randomly selecting 
a quartet from the chorus and 
asking them to sing one of the new songs; Pitching – 
you were better than a worthless piece of metal and 
plastic (the pitch pipe) and should always end up a 
bit sharp, repeated notes were to be fractionally 
sharper at each repetition and sustained notes rise 
slightly; Breathing support was to be sustained – lip 
trill exercises were the order of the day, trilling the 
song in harmony while using the minimum of air and 
producing a forward sounding trill and then doing 
this while marching around to the rhythm of the 
song; clapping the rhythm of one part of the song 
while singing your own. And perhaps strangest of 
all, don’t sing, for 10% - 20 % of the time (unless 
there are 6 or less in your part) – lip sync your 
weakest bits. 

Jo’s message 
seemed to be that 
you can do 
everything the 
same each time 
you sing, and stay 
where you are, 
which is probably 
not a great place 
and gets worse 
with time, or you 
do something you find challenging and progress. 
You don’t have to succeed at each challenge, but by 
accepting and doing something challenging you still 
move forward. 

Well, we were certainly challenged, and while it 
might sound like the choral equivalent of Boot 
Camp, it was actually great fun and Jo was a 
charismatic, knowledgeable, friendly and 
encouraging coach. I was certainly left with the 
impression that there was an awful lot more to learn 
about barbershop singing – for example, which beat 
to emphasise in syncopated passages and the right 

blend of voice parts for a particular chord. These 
were a bit beyond me and possibly will remain so – 
but at least I am aware of the challenges and will try 
to learn a bit more about this in the future. Possibly 
subjects to explore in future Harmony College 
weekends? 

Saturday afternoon soon came, we had sort of 
mastered the syncopation in BOTW but 8DAW was 
still giving problems. The solution was to cut out a 
verse and a bridge and transpose the whole thing 
from three different keys to C Major. Not that I 
really appreciated such musical niceties, but at least 
we had something to deliver for the show. And a 
very enjoyable show it turned out to be, with the 
hugely entertaining US Quartet ‘Round Midnight 

doing a turn and compering the whole show. 

The show featured contributions from the college 
courses and as a bonus, a turn by Reckless. For me 
the most rewarding thing about the evening was 
when the Audition Chorus was rewarded with a 
standing ovation from the audience. Well, OK, 
barbershop audiences are not noted for their 
reticence, but we had the first one, and we were by 
no means the first act. 

Sunday was a relatively quiet day, particularly after 
the afterglow in the bars of the preceding night and 
early part of the morning (ask HeadQuarters, they 
were there!). Time for breakfast, a wash-up session 
with the chorus and for the real die-hards some 
community tagging! As for me - a final wash-up 
session with the Audition Chorus, the M1 and home. 
A great weekend and one that I would thoroughly 
recommend. 

Colin Barnes 

‘Round Midnight Quartet: from left, TJ Carollo (bari), Jeff 
Glemboski (bass), Wayne Grimmer (lead), Larry Bomback (tenor) 

The Audition Chorus with Jo Cerutti 

Jo Cerutti 

Audition Chorus - bass section 
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Supporters’ News 
Strawberry Tea, Sunday 10th July 

Once again the Supporters’ Club held a Strawberry Tea in the 
garden of Pat and Denis Delaroute. It was another superb 
occasion, with a delicious selection of home made scones and 
cakes and, of course, strawberries and cream. 

The event was well attended by Supporters and friends: 
however, there was a paucity of singing members, perhaps 
exhausted by the previous day at Leeds Castle. It was a little 
disappointing not to have sufficient Kentones to entertain the 
guests. Nonetheless it was an afternoon enjoyed by all. 

Thanks must go to Pat and Denis for hosting the event in their 
lovely garden, to the donors of the superb raffle prizes and to 
the Supporters for the magnificent tea they prepared. 

Colin Barnes, Editor 

The Draw 

Chez Delaroute 

Rehearsal Refreshments 

A big thank you to all who make tea on 

rehearsal evenings and to Sue Couves for 
organising the rota. 
We would appreciate a few more for the tea 
rota. Come and enjoy the camaraderie and 
listen to the hard work of the Chorus. 

Brenda Newman 

Congratulations Pat 

We wish Pat Clarke , our past much appreciated 
Treasurer, happiness in her new home near her 
daughter. 

Brenda Newman 

Strawberry Tea - Thank You 
 

Just wanted to say how much Peter and I enjoyed the 
Strawberry Tea, with many thanks to the Delaroutes. How 
welcome they made us all! With so much attention to detail 
right down to strawberry flags ,tablecloths and napkins. 
Homemade scones and cakes with generous dollops of cream, 
plus deliciously sweet strawberries - a sterling effort provided 
by Pat and the merry band of Supporters. 
Please may we come again next year.? Many, many thanks! 
Lovely to meet you all again. 

Ann Brinson 
 
What a wonderful way to spend a Sunday afternoon, at the 
home of Pat and Denis for a Strawberry Tea, thoroughly spoilt 
with a lovely selection of home-made cakes. 
The rain that was forecast thankfully didn't materialize, and the 
atmosphere and company made it an absolutely lovely 
afternoon. 
Big thanks to Pat and Denis for making us so welcome. 

Pat and Terry Owen 
 

Special thanks to our Supporter Gilly Tooth for 
her contribution of the delicious cakes for the 
Strawberry Tea, enjoyed by all in the lovely 
garden of Pat and Denis .How lucky we are to 
have such amazing Supporters. 

Brenda Newman 

Anecdote on Sound Quality – Barrie Newman 

OK, so you know the dots and the words, what about the 
quality of the singing? 

I was reminded of the remarks made by an American judge 
who listened to our presentation in Holland a few years ago. 
What he heard sounded to him like an average Welsh male 
voice choir singing with gusto .He thought a more mellow 
sound from the Kentones would be an improvement - less 
trumpet, more flugelhorn. 

Any thoughts? 

Barrie Newman (Supporter) 
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Charity News 
Well Done – Best of British 

On July, 12 Team PSPA runners took on the British 10k in 
London. Chris Garrard, who lives with PSP, inspired his son 
Jon and niece and nephew Sarah and Chris to run, and together 
they raised a fantastic £3,000! 

Kayleigh Gunner also took part, and raised £200 in memory of 
her grandfather, Norman Gregory. 

Also running were Lana Fry, Matthew Brooks, and Tessa and 
Adam Betterton. Together they raised over £1,000 in memory 
of grandfather, Roy Archer. Tessa said: ‘’Running is my abso-
lutely least favourite thing to do and I’m not very good at it. 
After losing my grandfather to PSP in December, I wanted to 
do something to help PSPA which brings so much hope, help 
and support.’’ 

PSP Matters Autumn 2016 Iss no.69 

Chris, Chris, Sarah and Jon Garrard 

Thank You Kentones 

Two big thank-yous: 

1. For voting to select the PSPA (what I’ve got!) as your sup-
ported charity for 2016-2017, which Brian Showell proposed. 

2. For sponsoring my son Jonathan, who ran on behalf of PSPA 
in London in July, raising over £3,000. 

Chris Garrard 

Princess Royal University Hospital Cancer Ward 
To Remain Open 

Reproduced from Media Release 26th September 
From:King’s College Hospital Nhs Foundation Trust 

A decision has been taken to keep the Chartwell ward open so it 
can continue its focus on inpatient cancer care at the Princess 
Royal University Hospital (PRUH). 

In March 2016, King's College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, 
which runs the PRUH, confirmed proposals to change the way 
in which inpatient cancer care was managed at the hospital. Un-
der the proposals, care would have moved from the Chartwell 
inpatient ward to other specialist wards at the PRUH, and some 
elements of care for patients with blood cancer would have 
transferred to King's College Hospital, which is a centre of ex-
cellence for the condition. 

During a review of the service and engagement with The Chart-
well Cancer Trust, a range of factors were taken into account. 
The review looked at the volume of patients accessing the ser-
vice, staffing levels and patient experience. It identified 
strengths within the service and areas where additions could be 
made to further enhance patient care. 

Nick Moberly, Chief Executive of the Trust, said, "Over the 
past six months we have carried out an extensive clinical review 
of the PRUH's cancer service. We are extremely grateful to staff 
and partner organisations who contributed to the review for their 
input. 

"I am pleased to say that based on our findings, we have taken 
the decision to continue providing inpatient cancer care on the 
Chartwell ward. 

"While the review was a very valuable exercise, we 
acknowledge that the uncertainty over the ward's future has 
been unsettling for some staff and patients, and we sincerely 
apologise for this. 

"We will continue to work closely with the Chartwell Cancer 
Trust - to whom we remain extremely grateful - to identify fur-
ther improvements and enhance the care we provide to pa-
tients." 

For a number of years, some haematological cancer patients at 
the PRUH have been referred to the service at Denmark Hill. 
This is due to its expertise in the treatment of blood cancer, and 
it will continue in the future. 

All other cancer services at the PRUH remain unaffected by the 
decision. 

Michael Douglas 

The Chartwell Cancer Trust 

Letter from the Chartwell Cancer Trust (CCT) 
Text of letter from Michael Douglas, Trustee, CCT 
Just a line to thank you for your generous hospitality on Sat 
24th September: both Danielle and I had a lovely evening. 
I enclose a copy of the official press release issued by Kings 
College Hospital on Friday 7th October; this confirms that 
the inpatients ward is to remain open. This is a result of our 
(the CCT - ed.) campaign and I want to thank any of your 
colleagues who wrote letters of support or signed our peti-
tion supporting our effort to keep this unit open. A small but 
important victory! 
Your support for our charity has been amazing and we are 
most grateful to you all. 

Michael Douglas, Trustee, CCT 
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Club News 

The Stones 
A Sound Alliance Singout, Wednesday 28th September 

2016 

We received an email from Ann Jones at West Wickham Co-op 
Funeralcare asking if we could do a morning gig at short notice. 
The details were sketchy but we would perform at the West 
Wickham war memorial on Corkscrew Hill, where “the 
stones”, which had been cleaned and re-sited, were to be 
unveiled. What “the stones” were I had no idea, nor what the 
Co-op Funeralcare’s involvement was. 

As it is never an easy task singing outside at the best of times, 
we were mightily relieved to find ourselves in warm sunshine 
with blue, blue skies. The Co-op Funeralcare staff were there, 
decorating the place with bunting, and we were handed a 
programme that showed that Councillor Ian Payne, Mayor of 
Bromley, would be in attendance. So, at the allotted time we 
started singing a selection of songs for fifteen minutes as 
people and the Mayor assembled around the war memorial. 

A short service was then started by Mr John Amos, who 
revealed the mystery of “the stones” as he explained that a year 
ago, he had come across the two memorial stones hidden in 
long grass some way from the war memorial. Their position 
and condition meant that he could not immediately read them. 
However research showed they were memorials to the Rev. 
Henry Bertie Roberts (1855 – 1924), who had been rector of 
West Wickham for forty years from 1884, and Sir Henry Arthur 
Hallam Farnaby Lennard (1859 – 1928), Roberts’ cousin and 
Lord of the Manor; a very influential man in West Wickham. 

Bertie Roberts was an extremely popular man and heavily 
involved with village life. When he died in 1924, £1,363 was 
raised by public subscription to buy sixteen acres of church 
land as a memorial, and Sir Henry Lennard unveiled his 
memorial stone on 12th February 1927. The land is still in 
public use today as a sports field and allotments. 

Sir Henry’s memorial stone remembers him as a generous 
benefactor, who gave forty-eight acres of Spring Park Woods to 
the Corporation of the City of London for the use of local 
people. This prevented the land being built on at a time of rapid 
growth in the village, and the land is also still in public use 
today. 

Having found the stones, Mr Amos thought it would be a fitting 
tribute to both men if their memorials could be cleaned and 
moved to a more prominent position by the war memorial 
where they could be seen and read. Thanks to funds made 
available by the West Wickham Residents Association and Co-
op Funeralcare, their restoration and unveiling that day had 
become a reality. 

The Mayor then spoke briefly but effectively on how the 
service shown to the community by these two men seems to be 
sadly missing today, and the memorials were unveiled. This 
was followed by a retirement presentation to a local community 
police officer, to thank him for his years of service to West 
Wickham, before we all retired to Bencurtis Park for 
refreshments. There we sang a few more songs and the Mayor 
waxed lyrical about the highly enjoyable Kentones’ show he 
had attended the previous Saturday. Coffee, tea and biscuits 
(chocolate!) were provided in abundance. 

I found the whole morning to be very enjoyable and would 
thank Co-op Funeralcare for involving us. It was enjoyable not 
only because of the beautiful weather and the compliments we 
received on our performance, but also because I learnt 
something of local history. More profoundly, I found the 
service to be surprisingly emotional. Maybe listening to the 
story of these two men reminded me that, as a line from our 
new quartet song (Lullaby) points out, “Some day we’ll all be 
gone...” but memories do go on. What will our memorial be? 

Denis Delroute 

Sound Alliance quartet, left to right - Denis Delaroute (Bari), 
Jack Willoughby (Lead), Alan Lucking (Bass) and Roy Simpson 

(Tenor) 

The Stones memorials to, left to right : Sir Henry Lennard, West 
Wickham War dead and  Rev. Bertie Roberts 

New Member of Bass Section 

John 
Williams, 
Bass Section 
Leader, 
formally 
welcomed 
new member 
John Young 
at Club night 
on 18th 
August after 
successful 
completion 
of his 
audition. 
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A Letter From France (Reworded, Ed.!) 

If you are a longer standing member of the Kentones then you 
may just remember that I used to write to the Kentonian each 
summer recounting some of the events and people we came 
across in our part of France. 

For those who don't know, we are in South West France, the 
Limousin, about 25 miles east of Limoges, famous mainly for 
its porcelain. During the war there was a lot of activity from the 
Resistance and subsequent atrocities from the occupying forces, 
the worst of which was the entire obliteration of the small town 
of Oradour-sur-Glane, where only a handful of people managed 
to escape and all buildings were razed by fire. It has been kept 
as it was left on that fateful day, 10th June 1944, as a memorial 
and is well worth a visit if 
you are ever in the area. 

Our house, which we have 
now had for 25 years, is in a 
little hamlet where just half-
a-dozen people live, in the 
commune of Beaumont du 
Lac. We are at over 2000 
feet and so are officially in 
the mountains (actually 
740m above sea level). 

The Maire of the commune 
and his wife also live just 
behind us and that is an advantage. Monsieur le Maire always 
carries a lot of power in France and can make instant decisions 
on many things. Fortunately ours is friendly so, with a quiet 
chat, it is possible to get some problems solved quickly - such 
as a smelly drain for example - all very useful. Interestingly, the 
Maire can be very 'hands-on', we saw our last Maire with a 
shovel in his hands helping to clear a particularly unpleasant 
drain. I don't recall Boris doing anything like that! 

The Lac, referred to in the name of Beaumont, is le Lac de 
Vassiviere, actually a valley 
that was flooded just before 
the war to create hydro-
electricity, and is the biggest 
man-made lake in France 
with 45 km of shore, so 
there is excellent swim-
ming, fishing, boating and 
there are designated areas 
for water skiing. We, fortu-
nately, own a a small field 
of 2000 square metres just a 
2 or 3 minute walk from our 
house, that is adjacent to the 
lake and we use that as an extra garden. So we even have pri-
vate access to the lake and a small sandy beach area, perfect for 
swimming and canoeing. 

This summer we have been very fortunate in that the weather 
has been gorgeous, blue skies and lots of hot sun - perfect! Ac-
tually we had one day of rain at the end of July, but no moun-
tain storms which are quite usual. That's when the thunder can 
rumble on for hours and the lightning is spectacular, but of 
course there is still time: I don't think we have ever known a 
summer without at least one storm, so we shall see!! 

The lake and the area around it has been designated a national 
park, and a path made all the way around it. Where it passes 
very close to the water, the ground can be somewhat marshy. 
Pontoons and bridges have been constructed, so it is also good 
for cyclists as well as walkers. In fact we now see quite a lot of 
both as the path goes past our house - many of them stop to 
look at some of my sculptures in the garden, a big boost to my 
ego, although no-one as yet has actually offered me any money 
for them, but who knows! 

The roads around are also used for cycle road races. The Tour 

de Limousin is a big annual event, and even the Tour de France 
has passed by several times, even going past our house on a 
couple of occasions. 

One event worth describing, that happened a couple of weeks 
ago, was when the com-
mune set up a 'fete' where 
local food producers had 
stalls selling their own beef, 
pork, chicken, sausages, 
bread, cakes, wines, beers, 
etc, which visitors could 
buy, then take to a central 
area where local volunteers 
grilled the meat and sup-
plied small boxes of 
pommes frites for a small 
fee. You also paid 2 Euros 
for a proper plate, knife, fork and glass, and on returning them 
got your money back. 

Under a large marquee, tables and bench seats were set out and 
everyone sat as one large 
convivial group. There was 
even some live music. 

We also went to one of 
these in another local vil-
lage, St Amand le Petit, 
where English friends of 
ours have a house: the same 
set-up, but this time the 
music was supplied by an 
elderly singer (even older 
than me!) and a typical 
French accordionist, won-
derful! 

A bit of local excitement 
yesterday - the house next to ours had been owned by Andre 
Faure (there was lot more about him in past Kentonians), but 
he and his wife died a few years ago. According to French law 
the ownership of the house becomes a joint affair between the 
surviving children. In this case there are four daughters and one 
son, all of whom suffer from various degrees of what you 
might call 'loopiness' and none of them will have anything to 
do with any of the others! 

The house, along with 3 or 4 others around, a few ramshackle 
barns and some plots of land have all been put in the hands of a 
Notaire to sell. Not only is the market pretty much dead around 
here (and made worse by Brexit) but the family apparently nev-
er reply to any letters or messages from the Notaire, so nothing 
will ever get done! This would not affect us in any way nor-
mally, but the garden had become extremely overgrown and 
very wild: there is even a possible danger of snakes lurking in 
the undergrowth - quite common around here. It had got to the 
stage where brambles and other vegetation were starting to 
spread around our kitchen window and anything could climb 
up such as mice, and snakes have been known to get into hous-
es through similar access points. As an aside, friends of ours 
have a pine marten running about at night in their roof and be-
tween their walls! 

Anyway, one of the sisters and her husband also have a house 
in the village which they come to once a year for a holiday, and 
they happen to be here now. Stella marched up to speak to 
them and complain about the state of the garden, which didn't 
seem to go down well at the time. She had also mentioned the 
problem earlier to Monsieur le Maire who had said he would 
'have a word'. 

Now we come to the day before yesterday - 9am and the sister's 
husband, Robert, arrived with a niece and her boyfriend and 
various bits of machinery and attacked the garden in earnest, 
even cutting down several massive pine trees. This carried on 

Waiting for food to be cooked at 
the fete 

Music at the fete 

Our garden 

Our field and beach  
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into yesterday when, at about 7pm the final tree came down. 
Unfortunately it brought the main electric cable with it and the 
whole village was plunged into darkness! Well, not actual dark-
ness since the sun was still up, but you know what I mean!  

There was a gathering in the street and EDF were contacted, 
and this is probably where having le Maire here was an ad-
vantage, since they appeared within half an hour. An inspection 
took place and off they went, to come back, again within half an 
hour, with a bigger vehicle, and started to work with a promise 
that we would be 'back on again by 11pm', and so we were! 
Meanwhile our evening meal was cooked by candlelight, the 
cooker being fired by gas. 

When electricity was restored we found that a fuse had blown in 
our box and it was the one that connected our ‘fridge-freezer, so 
there was a bit of a panic when we couldn't find our spare fuses. 
I ended up connecting the ‘fridge to a different socket by way of 
an extension lead so food was at least kept fresh.  

Actually the EDF people didn't leave until after midnight. They 
were parked by Robert's house and we believe wine was con-
sumed. We also know that le Maire didn't get back home until 
after they had left, so I guess it all ended merrily 

We found our spare fuses this morning, so everything is work-
ing properly and we now look out through our kitchen window 
to a cleared garden area - all is well with the world again! 

Au revoir. 

Geoff Mountney 

Convention Chorus Competition adjudication 
review 21st July 

We had the pleasure of having Neil Horchover, together 
with Lucy Van De Ven, an experienced judge in her own 
right, whose role it was to assess Neil, as part of his 
development and judging qualification. 

Despite a low turnout of some 23 members, and Neil 
being unavoidably late, we had an enjoyable and 
constructive evening. The nature of the review, and given 
that over 50 % of the singers at Harrogate weren`t 
present, the session started with a couple of run-throughs 
of our contest package on the big screen and speakers 
(thank you to JW for the sounds!). There followed a 
review of both songs, with the remarks and notes of each 
category being read out by Neil. We then had an 
opportunity to ask questions, and on the whole I felt that 
they were well put and relevant. I also thought that Neil 
dealt with the questions with considered answers. I am 
sure that, like most MD`s and AMD`s, there is an element 
of frustration with these events, and without sounding 
arrogant, I think we can all agree that we were/are pretty 
much aware of the inconsistencies of the performance, 
and indeed of the chorus, but equally we know that if we 
continue to develop and work even harder next year, we 
will continue to improve, not only at Convention but 
across everything we do. For me, the one golden nugget 
from the evening actually came from Lucy, who made a 
very clear statement that the only way we will score 73% 
is if every single singer in the group sings and performs to 
73%. And speaking of performing, Neil and Lucy took 
the opportunity of the visit to inform us of the changes 
that are occurring within the presentation category, which 
will now be known as the performance category. I have 
asked Neil for a copy of the new category description 
etc., which we will distribute to the chorus and discuss at 
the next Music Team meeting. 

All in all, a useful exercise and I was proud of the way 
the two guests were looked after and the way in which we 
handled the evening. My thanks to the riser team for their 
efforts, given they were in vain, and to everyone who 
helped make the evening both enjoyable and well run. 

Peter Kennedy 

Peter Kennedy (centre) with guest adjudicators Lucy Van De 
Ven and Neil Horchover 

Introducing new member - John Young 

I am an Old Kent Road boy who spent his first 16 years living 
on the site of the New Den, home of Millwall football club. I 
worked 26 years for the Port of London Authority where I fin-
ished as a business analyst, leaving to sell double glazing and 
then to become a financial adviser. Most of my leisure time was 
spent playing football and cricket and then long distance run-
ning, which came to an abrupt end when I had a total knee re-
placement. 

When I told my wife I was doing the singing course with the 
Kentones she asked me what I knew about music, and I 
replied that I once shook hands with Louis Armstrong. She then 
reminded me that 50 years ago I joined the London Scottish 
Male Voice Choir, but the only memory I have of that is 
drinking lots of whisky in Chelsea pubs and struggling to sing 
songs in Gaelic. However, things are a lot more serious with the 
Kentones, where achieving the required standard at times 
seemed beyond reach, but I am glad I persevered and look for-
ward to many enjoyable years singing. 

John Young 

Terry Cooke (Membership Secretary) and John Sollitt present 
BABS membership certificate to John Young at AGM 
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Chairman’s Corner - September 2016 

This magazine continues to be of a high standard and 
comprehensive in its content and my thanks go to the 
Editor, Colin Barnes and David Tindall, our 
Consultant Editor and proof-reader. 

However, as said on repeated occasions, both at Club 
and in print, it is your magazine and constantly needs 
your support and contributions. If they are not 
forthcoming, then no magazine. Simple ! Colin 
Barnes should not have to pursue you. You are aware 
of events that are planned and ideally you should 
volunteer (that word again) to do a write-up. 

So, what has been happening? 

Acafellas, our  small chorus, continues to cover  
smaller events including, in July, a fund raising event 
for the Primrose Centre on 2nd July and the Trefoil 
Guild garden party on 7th July. 

There have been very few sing outs for the Kentones 
recently, and that is a cause for concern. A plan will 
be put in place by the Committee to review and 
hopefully generate more events. 

On Saturday 9th July, the Kentones were at the annual 
Leeds Castle Classical Concert and were asked to 
open the Show to an audience of 10,000 or more! It 
was a great day and experience. 

We have been able to obtain a DVD of our 
performance. There are copies available on request at 
£5. This should appeal to all connected to the Club as 
a memory of the day. Please see Bob Gilbert and get 
your copy or copies! 

On Sunday 17th July, we spent the entire day at 
Eltham College, recording our next CD. 

Our thanks go to Colin Couves for arranging the 
venue. The finished product will be available in time 
for you to purchase many copies as Christmas 
presents. There will be a special launch offer. Speak 
to Brian Showell for details. 

Acafellas had 2 more events in August, the fir st at 
Honor Oak Residential Home and the other at Thomas 
Phillipot Almshouses in Eltham, our third visit there, 
to a very receptive audience. 

Harmony College was held over  the August Bank 
Holiday weekend at Nottingham University Jubilee 
Campus, and was attended by Colin Barnes, John 
Williams and Ryan Jensen. If you have not been 
before, then consider doing so next year. The Club 
will pay 50% of the fees for first time attendees from 
our membership. 

The much awaited Show – Music at the Park, took 
place at Langley Park School for Boys on 24th 
September. What a fantastic evening it was for 
everyone. A great variety of music was enjoyed by 
all. There were the Kentones, and our newly formed 
quartet, HQ, the National Health Service Choir from 
Lewisham, the Dots with their 40’s style singing. the 
Langley Park School Swing Band and the Langley 
Park Barbershop Chorus. The Show was a vir tual 

sell-out. Our grateful thanks go to Steve Cooper and 
his team for the organisation up to and on the day. 
The programme was well thought out, and finished 
on time. We were also fortunate to have Dale 
Kynaston, a friend of the Club, as our MC. Dale is in 
fact the baritone in the leading UK barbershop 
quartet, Reckless. 

We have now come to the end of another year of the 
Kentones, our  41st, and held our  AGM on 
Thursday 29th September 2016. Several Club awards 
were made on the night and included: 

 Stage Presence - Sam Newlove-Agbonlahor; 

 Most Improved Singer - Simon Bird; 

 Barbershopper of the Year - Brian Showell. 

Brian’s award was greatly deserved. He has been 
involved in a number of important issues during the 
year including promotion of the Learn to Sing 
Course, setting up the new CD recording, its 
subsequent “mastering” at Abbey Road Studios, and 
our invitation to the Leeds Castle event! So a busy 
PRO, and I am sure he will continue to be for the 
benefit of the whole Club. Well done Brian. 

There were no changes to the Management 
Committee. Volunteers are not plentiful as we know 
from experience, but are vital to the continuance of 
the running of your Club. 

John Sollitt 

John Sollit awards BABS One Year membership certificate to 
Simon Bird, Club night 4th August 



 

The Kentonian Page 18 Vol. 5 Iss. 6 

 “Evenin’ all” JS highlighted the key events of 
the year - Top Choir Kent, Marlowe Theatre, 
Leeds Castle, and our very own show Music at 
the Park. 

 JS thanked everyone involved in the produc-
tion of our Show, and referred to a “real team 
effort” brilliantly led by Steve Cooper. 

 Our show produced a net profit of £4,000, with 
£1,400 being raised through the sale of raffle 
tickets. 

 There was a unanimous vote for next year’s 
charity to be the Progressive Supranuclear Pal-
sy Association (PSPA), the charity supporting 
Chris Garrard. 

 Colin Couves is the new Almoner, and he 
praised the good work that Chris Garrard had 
done during his years in that role. 

 Over £2,000 was spent on external training 
during the last year.  PK indicated that with 
Ryan’s input we will have less need for exter-
nal training in the coming year. 

 We have 54 singing members, with an average 
age of 62. Last year the average age was 65, so 
thanks Finley! 

 The average attendance at Thursday rehearsals 
is 68%. 

 12 of the Kentones and 3 Acafellas have 100% 
attendance at singouts, but Tim Priddin is the 
only member to sing in every BBHC perfor-
mance during the year.  

 PK highlighted the key events of the past year, 
including the PVI sessions with Ryan.  PK said 
that working with him has been an absolute 
joy, and his input to the Club was loudly ap-
plauded by the meeting. 

 PK was delighted to say that in the last four 
months he had not only won a trophy (TCK) 
but received a standing ovation (our Show) - a 
first in his 30 years in barbershop. 

 We were introduced to our ballad for Conven-

Bromley Barbershop Harmony Club AGM 
29th September 2016 - the main points 

tion - Where is Love - a song that PK said we 
can absolutely nail and showcase our new-
found skills. We await confirmation of our 
second song. 

 PK was unanimously elected to remain as our 
MD - so no surprise there! 

 The Kentones Cup was awarded for the second 
time to Langley Park School for Boys Break-
fast Barbershop Group.  

 The award for the Most Improved Singer went 
to Simon Bird 

 The Stage Presence Award was presented to 
Sam Newlove-Agbonlahor. 

The Most Improved Singer award presented by Peter Kennedy 
to Simon Bird (centre), handed on by last year’s winner Colin 

Barnes 

The Stage Presence Shield awarded to Sam Newlove-
Agbonlahor, handed on by last year’s winner David Havers 
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 The Barbershopper of the Year trophy was awarded to Brian Showell for his outstanding contribution to 
the Club during the year, including the organisation of the Leeds Castle event, arranging the recording 
and mixing of our new CD, promotion of the Learn to Sing course, and his role as Public Relations Of-
ficer. 

Adrian Eames 

...and it’s goodnight from them 

Barbershopper of the Year, Brian Showell (centre) receives the shield from last year’s winner Tim Priddin (right) 
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 INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP OF THE KENTONES OR SUPPORTERS? 

NEED ENTERTAINMENT FOR AN EVENT OR FUNCTION? 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.thekentones.org 

The Kentones 

Honorary Life President – Frank Taylor 

Club Nights - Thursdays 7.30 pm at St. Paul’s Church Hall, Crofton Road, Orpington, Kent, BR6 8JE 

Main Committee: -   Music Committee: -   

Chairman - John Sollitt Music Director - Peter Kennedy 

Deputy Chairman - David Southgate Asst. Music Director - Ryan Jensen 

Secretary - John Vaughan Music Team Secretary - Tim Priddin 

Treasurer - Les Moore Co-opted Member - John Rayfield 

Membership Sec. - Terry Cooke Part Leaders Lead - Jack Willoughby 

Public Relations Officer - Brian Showell  Asst. Lead - T.B.A. 

Performance Sec. - Alan Lucking  Bass - John Williams 

Co-opted Member - T.B.A.  Tenor - Tim Sowter 

Almoner   Colin Couves  Baritone - Ryan Jensen 

         

The Kentonian Magazine:- published QUARTERLY 

Editor: - Colin Barnes       

Sub Editor:   David Tindall       

All Club material intended for publication: Proof reading - David Tindall - Graphic information - Al Horton 

Copy Deadline for next issue: Thu 24th Nov 2016 
PLEASE SUBMIT ALL MATERIAL TO THE EDITOR AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE 

 Diary Dates 

Date Time Function Venue 

Sat 24 Sep 16 7.00 p.m. Music at the Park Langley Park School, BR3 3BP 

Thu 29 Sep 16 7.30 p.m. Club AGM St Paul's Church Hall, Crofton Rd., BR6 8JE 

Sat 12 Nov 16 2.15 p.m. Disabled Christian Fellowship Sidcup Baptist Church, Main Rd., DA14 6PA 

Sun 18 Dec 16 12.00p.m. KENTONES intu Shopping Centre, Bromley, BR1 1DN 

Fri 26 - 29 May 17 n/a BABS 43rd Annual Convention Bournemouth International Centre, BH2 5BH 

Acafellas 

Chorus Director – Colin Couves 

Meetings:– alternate Tuesdays, 10.00am to 12.00 noon at Chelsfield Methodist Church, BR6 6HD  

Diary Dates 

Date Time Function Venue 

Fri 11 Nov 16 9.00 p.m. Masonic Dinner Gravesend Masonic Hall, 25 Wrotham Rd, DA11 OPA 

Wed 23 Nov 16 7.00 p.m. Travel Solutions 16, Station Approach Rd., BR2 7EH 

Fri 16 Dec 16 3.00 p.m. WILMIRA Retirement Group Memorial Hall, High Road, Wilmington, DA2 7BU 

Sat 14 Jan 17 2.45 p.m. Chislehurst Rotary Club Party Chislehurst Village Hall, Church La., BR7 5PE 

 

http://www.thekentones.org

